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HR 2602

Scientifically Identifying the Need for Critical Habitat Act

Congress: 108 (2003—-2005, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Public Lands and Natural Resources

Introduced: Jun 25, 2003

Current Status. Executive Comment Requested from Interior.

Latest Action: Executive Comment Requested from Interior. (Jul 1, 2003)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/108th-congress/house-bill/2602

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Otter, C. L. (Butch) [R-ID-1]
Party: Republican < State: ID ¢ Chamber: House

Cosponsors (8 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Rep. Baker, Richard H. [R-LA-6] R - LA Jul 15, 2003
Rep. Doolittle, John T. [R-CA-4] R -CA Jul 15, 2003
Rep. Norwood, Charles W. [R-GA-9] R - GA Jul 15, 2003
Rep. Simpson, Michael K. [R-ID-2] R -ID Jul 15, 2003
Rep. Burton, Dan [R-IN-5] R -IN Sep 3, 2003
Rep. Rehberg, Dennis R. [R-MT-At Large] R - MT Sep 9, 2003
Rep. Cannon, Chris [R-UT-3] R - UT Sep 30, 2003
Rep. Gibbons, Jim [R-NV-2] R - NV Sep 30, 2003
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Natural Resources Committee House Referred To Jun 25, 2003

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Public Lands and Natural Resources

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Jun 25, 2003)

Scientifically Identifying the Need for Critical Habitat Act - Amends the Endangered Species Act of 1973 to change from
mandatory to discretionary the authority of the Secretary of the Interior to designate critical habitat of an endangered or
threatened species.

Directs the Secretary, when required by the Act to use the best scientific and commercial data available, in evaluating
comparable data to give greater weight to such data that is empirical or has been field-tested or peer-reviewed.

Specifies requirements for the use of sound science in the listing of endangered or threatened species such as: (1) the
establishment of criteria for scientific studies to support the listing; (2) use of data obtained by observation of the species
in the field; and (3) use of data from landowners who have observed such species on their land. Requires the use of
sound science in the preparation of a recovery plan for an endangered or threatened species.

Sets forth requirements for: (1) peer review before certain action can become final with respect to endangered or
threatened species; and (2) use of information provided by States affected by such species or their habitat for recovery
plans.

Actions Timeline

Jul 1, 2003: Executive Comment Requested from Interior.

Jun 25, 2003: Introduced in House

Jun 25, 2003: Introduced in House

Jun 25, 2003: Referred to the House Committee on Resources.
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