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S 2529
AGOA Acceleration Act of 2004

Congress: 108 (2003–2005, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Foreign Trade and International Finance
Introduced: Jun 16, 2004
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.  (Jun 16, 2004) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/108th-congress/senate-bill/2529 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Grassley, Chuck [R-IA] 
Party: Republican   •   State: IA   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (19 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Baucus, Max [D-MT] D · MT Jun 16, 2004

Sen. Cantwell, Maria [D-WA] D · WA Jun 16, 2004

Sen. Corzine, Jon S. [D-NJ] D · NJ Jun 16, 2004

Sen. Daschle, Thomas A. [D-SD] D · SD Jun 16, 2004

Sen. DeWine, Mike [R-OH] R · OH Jun 16, 2004

Sen. Fitzgerald, Peter [R-IL] R · IL Jun 16, 2004

Sen. Frist, William H. [R-TN] R · TN Jun 16, 2004

Sen. Inhofe, James M. [R-OK] R · OK Jun 16, 2004

Sen. Lautenberg, Frank R. [D-NJ] D · NJ Jun 16, 2004

Sen. Lieberman, Joseph I. [D-CT] D · CT Jun 16, 2004

Sen. Lugar, Richard G. [R-IN] R · IN Jun 16, 2004

Sen. McCain, John [R-AZ] R · AZ Jun 16, 2004

Sen. Murray, Patty [D-WA] D · WA Jun 16, 2004

Sen. Santorum, Rick [R-PA] R · PA Jun 16, 2004

Sen. Sununu, John E. [R-NH] R · NH Jun 16, 2004

Sen. Clinton, Hillary Rodham [D-NY] D · NY Jun 17, 2004

Sen. Cornyn, John [R-TX] R · TX Jun 21, 2004

Sen. Hagel, Chuck [R-NE] R · NE Jun 22, 2004

Sen. Nickles, Don [R-OK] R · OK Jun 24, 2004

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Finance Committee Senate Referred To Jun 16, 2004
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Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Foreign Trade and International Finance

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

108 HR 4103 Related bill Jul 13, 2004: Became Public Law No: 108-274.

https://legilist.com/bill/108/hr/4103


Summary  (as of Jun 16, 2004) 

AGOA Acceleration Act of 2004 - Declares the sense of Congress that the preferential market access opportunities for

eligible sub-Saharan African countries (SSA countries) will be complemented and enhanced if those countries implement

specified existing obligations under the World Trade Organization (WTO). Urges such countries to participate in and

support mutual trade liberalization in ongoing negotiations under WTO auspices, recognizing that such commitments may

need to reflect special and differential treatment for developing countries. States that eligible SSA countries will benefit

from reduction of trade barriers in other developing countries. Urges all countries to make sanitary and phytosanitary

decisions on the basis of sound science.

Expresses the sense of Congress that the executive branch, including specified Federal agencies, should enforce African

Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA) provisions relating to preferential treatment of textile and apparel articles, broadly in

order to expand trade by maximizing opportunities for imports of such articles from eligible SSA countries.

Amends the Trade Act of 1974 to extend duty-free treatment for AGOA articles: (1) from FY 2008 through 2015; and (2)

made from material produced in former beneficiary SSA countries.

Defines former beneficiary sub-Saharan African country as a country that, after being designated as a beneficiary sub-

Saharan African country under AGOA, ceased to be designated as such a country by reason of its entering into a free

trade agreement with the United States.

Amends AGOA to revise requirements for textile and apparel products from SSA countries receiving duty-free and other

preferential import treatment, including extensions of such treatment to certain apparels.

Authorizes duty-free and preferential treatment for certain apparel articles such as ethnic printed fabric of an SSA country

that meets certain conditions.

Extends preferential treatment to an article containing fibers or yarns not wholly formed in former beneficiary SSA

countries (currently, the United States or one or more beneficiary SSA countries) if the total weight of all such fibers and

yarns is not more than ten (currently, seven) percent of the total weight of the article.

Requires the Secretary of the Treasury, under specified conditions, to liquidate or reliquidate as free of duty and free of

any quantitative restrictions, limitations, or consultative levels any entries of certain apparel.

Requires the President to: (1) study each eligible SSA country, identifying sectors of its economy with the greatest

potential for growth, including through export sales, and identifying both domestic and international barriers impeding

such growth; (2) make recommendations on how the Federal Government and the private sector can provide technical

assistance to assist that country in dismantling such barriers and promoting investment in such sectors; and (3)

disseminate information to appropriate Federal agencies on each such country.

Requires the President to develop and implement policies to encourage the development of investment in SSA countries,

particularly in: (1) infrastructure projects supporting development of land transport road and railroad networks and ports,

and the continued upgrading and liberalization of the energy and telecommunications sectors; (2) establishment and

expansion of modern information and communication technologies and practices to improve the ability of citizens to

research and disseminate specified information; and (3) agriculture, particularly in processing and capacity enhancement.

Requires the President to: (1) foster improved port-to-port and airport-to-airport relationships in order to facilitate and

increase trade flows between eligible SSA countries; (2) encourage the development of infrastructure projects that will



help increase trade capacity and a sustainable ecotourism industry in such countries; (3) identify at least ten eligible SSA

countries as having the greatest potential to increase marketable exports of agricultural products to the United States and

the greatest need for technical assistance, particularly with respect to pest risk assessments and complying with U.S.

sanitary and phytosanitary rules; (4) assign at least 20 full-time personnel to provide assistance to such countries to

ensure that their exports of agricultural products meet Federal law requirements; and (5) convene the trade advisory

committee on Africa established by Executive Order 11846 of March 27, 1975, under the Trade Act of 1974.

Actions Timeline

Jun 16, 2004: Introduced in Senate
Jun 16, 2004: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.
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