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HCONRES 244
Expressing the sense of the Congress regarding the Government of Saudi Arabia's lack of protection of
internationally recognized human rights and the absence of religious freedom in Saudi Arabia.

Congress: 108 (2003–2005, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: International Affairs
Introduced: Jul 15, 2003
Current Status: Referred to the House Committee on International Relations.
Latest Action: Referred to the House Committee on International Relations.  (Jul 15, 2003) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/108th-congress/house-concurrent-resolution/244 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Rohrabacher, Dana [R-CA-46] 
Party: Republican   •   State: CA   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (2 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Lantos, Tom [D-CA-12] D · CA Jul 15, 2003

Rep. Ros-Lehtinen, Ileana [R-FL-18] R · FL Jul 17, 2003

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Foreign Affairs Committee House Referred To Jul 15, 2003

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

International Affairs

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Jul 15, 2003) 

Calls on the Government Saudi Arabia to: (1) uphold its international commitments by respecting and protecting the

human rights of citizens and foreigners of both sexes in Saudi Arabia; (2) ratify and comply fully with international human

rights instruments and cooperate with United Nations human rights mechanisms, and to sign, ratify, and implement the

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; (3) implement immediately promised judicial, political, economic, and

educational reforms; (4) permit the establishment of independent nongovernmental organizations to advance human

rights and promote tolerance, and to take action to create an independent human rights commission for the same

purposes; (5) safeguard the freedom of non-Muslims, and of those Muslims who do not follow the Wahhabi interpretation

of Islam, to worship in private; (6) permit non-Wahhabi places of worship, such as churches, to function openly in special

compounds or zones for foreigners or in unadorned buildings designated for this purpose; and (7) permit the

broadcasting of Radio Sawa throughout the country.

Urges the U.S. Government to: (1) to raise concerns at the highest levels, in both public and private fora, with the

Government of Saudi Arabia regarding its ongoing and repeated human rights violations; (2) designate Saudi Arabia a

"country of particular concern" under the International Religious Freedom Act of 1998 for its systematic and ongoing

violations of religious freedom; (3) encourage the Government of Saudi Arabia to implement expeditiously its publicly

stated plans for judicial, political, economic, and educational reform; (4) develop and expand specific initiatives and

programs in Saudi Arabia to advance human rights, including religious freedom, the rights of women, and the rule of law;

and (4) report publicly to Congress on its efforts to raise concerns regarding human rights, including religious freedom,

with the Government of Saudi Arabia, including the results of those efforts.

Actions Timeline

Jul 15, 2003: Introduced in House
Jul 15, 2003: Introduced in House
Jul 15, 2003: Referred to the House Committee on International Relations.
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