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HR 2329
Global Pathogen Surveillance Act of 2003

Congress: 108 (2003–2005, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: International Affairs
Introduced: Jun 4, 2003
Current Status: Referred to the House Committee on International Relations.
Latest Action: Referred to the House Committee on International Relations.  (Jun 4, 2003) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/108th-congress/house-bill/2329 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Kirk, Mark Steven [R-IL-10] 
Party: Republican   •   State: IL   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (6 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Tauscher, Ellen O. [D-CA-10] D · CA Jun 4, 2003

Rep. Jackson-Lee, Sheila [D-TX-18] D · TX Jun 25, 2003

Rep. Slaughter, Louise McIntosh [D-NY-28] D · NY Jun 25, 2003

Rep. Waxman, Henry A. [D-CA-30] D · CA Jul 25, 2003

Rep. Wexler, Robert [D-FL-19] D · FL Jul 25, 2003

Rep. Filner, Bob [D-CA-51] D · CA Sep 17, 2003

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Foreign Affairs Committee House Referred To Jun 4, 2003

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

International Affairs

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

108 S 871 Identical bill Apr 14, 2003: Star Print ordered on the bill.
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Summary  (as of Jun 4, 2003) 

Global Pathogen Surveillance Act of 2003 - Requires that priority for U.S. assistance under this Act be given to eligible

developing countries that permit personnel from the World Health Organization (WHO) and the Centers for Disease

Control and Prevention (CDCP) to: (1) investigate outbreaks of infectious diseases on their territories; (2) provide early

notification of disease outbreaks; and (3) provide pathogen surveillance data to appropriate U.S. agencies in addition to

international health organizations.

Prohibits any foreign national participating in programs under this Act from having access, during the course of such

participation, to select agents that may be used as, or in, a biological weapon, except in a supervised and controlled

setting.

Establishes a program under which the Secretary of State may award fellowships to eligible nationals to pursue: (1)

graduate courses of study leading to a master of public health degree with a concentration in epidemiology from an

institution of higher education in the United States with a Center for Public Health Preparedness; or (2) advanced public

health training in epidemiology to be carried out at the CDCP (or equivalent State facility), or other Federal facility

(excluding the Department of Defense or United States National Laboratories), for a period of between six and 12

months. Allows each fellowship recipient also to study at the CDCP (or an equivalent facility) the diagnosis and

containment of likely bioterrorism agents.

Requires fellowship recipients to agree to return, upon completion of education or training, to their countries of nationality

or last habitual residence (so long as it is an eligible developing country) and complete at least four years of employment

in a public health position in the government or a nongovernmental, not-for-profit entity in that country or, with the

Secretary's approval in an international health organization. Allows the Secretary, on a case-by-case basis, and if in the

U.S. national interest, to provide for participation in the program of U.S. citizens who agree, upon completion of education

or training, to work at least five years in a public health position in an eligible developing country or the WHO.

Directs the Secretary to support short training courses in-country (not in the United States) to laboratory technicians and

other public health personnel from eligible developing countries in: (1) laboratory techniques relating to the identification,

diagnosis, and tracking of pathogens responsible for possible infectious disease outbreaks; and (2) techniques of

syndrome surveillance reporting and rapid analysis of syndrome information using Geographic Information System (GIS)

and other Internet-based tools.

Authorizes the President to furnish assistance to eligible developing countries to purchase and maintain: (1) public health

laboratory equipment necessary to collect, analyze, and identify expeditiously a broad array of pathogens, including

mutant strains, which may cause disease outbreaks or may be used as a biological weapon; and (2) related

communications equipment and information technology.

Authorizes a Federal agency head, upon the request of a U.S. chief of diplomatic mission or an international health

organization, and with the Secretary's concurrence, to assign to the respective U.S. mission or organization any public

health officer or employee of the agency for the purpose of enhancing disease and pathogen surveillance efforts in

developing countries.

Directs the CDCP and the Department of Defense each to: (1) increase the number of personnel assigned to their

respective laboratories located in eligible developing countries that conduct research and other activities with respect to

infectious diseases; and (2) expand the operations of those laboratories, especially in the implementation of on-site



training of foreign nationals and regional outreach efforts involving neighboring countries.

Authorizes the President to provide assistance to: (1) enhance the surveillance and reporting capabilities for the WHO

and existing regional health networks; and (2) develop new regional health networks.

Authorizes the Secretary of Health and Human Services to establish new country or regional Foreign Epidemiology

Training Programs in eligible developing countries.

Actions Timeline

Jun 4, 2003: Introduced in House
Jun 4, 2003: Introduced in House
Jun 4, 2003: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR H4881)
Jun 4, 2003: Referred to the House Committee on International Relations.
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