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S 2244
Freedom to Fish Act

Congress: 108 (2003–2005, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Sports and Recreation
Introduced: Mar 26, 2004
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. (text of measure
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. (text of measure as
introduced: CR S3214-3215)  (Mar 26, 2004) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/108th-congress/senate-bill/2244 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Hutchison, Kay Bailey [R-TX] 
Party: Republican   •   State: TX   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (3 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Breaux, John B. [D-LA] D · LA Mar 26, 2004

Sen. Chambliss, Saxby [R-GA] R · GA Apr 6, 2004

Sen. Enzi, Michael B. [R-WY] R · WY May 10, 2004

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee Senate Referred To Mar 26, 2004

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Sports and Recreation

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Mar 26, 2004) 

Freedom to Fish Act - Amends the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act to prohibit any fishery

management plan prepared by a Regional Fishery Management Council or the Secretary of Commerce from establishing

areas where recreational fishing is prohibited unless: (1) there is clear indication that such fishing in the area is the cause

of a specific conservation problem in the fishery; (2) no alternative conservation measures related to recreational fishing

will adequately provide for conservation and management of the fishery; (3) the plan provides criteria to assess whether

the prohibition provides fishery conservation benefits and requires plan periodic review; (4) the best available scientific

information supports the need to close the area to recreational fishing; and (5) the prohibition is terminated as soon as

the condition causing the prohibition no longer exists.

Amends the National Marine Sanctuaries Act to direct the Secretary to provide the appropriate Council with the

opportunity to revise draft regulations for fishing within the exclusive economic zone as the Council may deem necessary

to implement the proposed designation of a national marine sanctuary. Allows such draft regulations to regulate a fishery

within a State if: (1) the governor of the State approves the regulations; or (2) the Secretary determines, after notice and

opportunity for a hearing, that the State has taken, or failed to take, any action the results of which will substantially and

adversely affect the fulfillment of the purposes of such Act and the goals and objectives of the proposed sanctuary

designation.

Actions Timeline

Mar 26, 2004: Introduced in Senate
Mar 26, 2004: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S3214)
Mar 26, 2004: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. (text of measure
as introduced: CR S3214-3215)
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