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S 2049

Abandoned Mine Reclamation Program Extension and Reform Act of 2004

Congress: 108 (2003—-2005, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Public Lands and Natural Resources

Introduced: Feb 3, 2004

Current Status. Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. Hearings held. Hearings printed: S.Hrg. 108-533.

Latest Action: Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. Hearings held. Hearings printed: S.Hrg. 108-533. (Mar 11,
2004)

Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/108th-congress/senate-hill/2049
Sponsor

Name: Sen. Specter, Arlen [R-PA]
Party: Republican < State PA ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (3 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Santorum, Rick [R-PA] R - PA Feb 9, 2004
Sen. Voinovich, George V. [R-OH] R -OH Mar 9, 2004
Sen. DeWine, Mike [R-OH] R -OH May 13, 2004

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Natural Resources Committee Senate Hearings By (full committee) Mar 11, 2004

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Public Lands and Natural Resources

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Feb 3, 2004)

Abandoned Mine Reclamation Program Extension and Reform Act of 2004 - Amends the Surface Mining Control and
Reclamation Act of 1977 with respect to the Abandoned Mine Reclamation Fund, particularly funds allocated to States
and Indian tribes but not appropriated to them.

Sets forth a reallocation scheme for unappropriated balances with respect to: (1) the rural abandoned mine reclamation
program; (2) the Federal share; and (3) historic production supplemental grants to States and Indian tribes.

Directs the Secretary of the Interior (Secretary) to transfer from the Abandoned Mine Reclamation Fund to the United
Mine Workers of America Combined Benefit Fund (Combined Fund) an amount equal to specified expenditures that the
Combined Fund trustees estimate will be debited against a certain unassigned beneficiaries premium account.

Creates a schedule for the payment of reclamation fees for FY 2004 through 2018 by operators of coal mining
operations.

Sets forth guidelines governing: (1) allocation of fee receipts and other monies prior to September 30, 2004; and (2)
allocation of funds to States and Indian Tribes after September 30, 2004.

States that surface coal mining operations on lands eligible for remining shall not affect the eligibility of such lands for
reclamation and restoration after the release of the bond or deposit for any such operation.

Revises requirements for the granting of Federal funds to implement an approved State reclamation program.

Authorizes regulations requiring State assumption of responsibility for administering the emergency reclamation program
in order to retain eligibility for Federal grants.

Revises requirements for State or Indian tribe certification of the completion of coal reclamation.

Authorizes the Secretary to adopt regulations to promote remining of eligible lands to leverage use of monies available
from the fund to achieve more land reclamation.

Actions Timeline

Mar 11, 2004: Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. Hearings held. Hearings printed: S.Hrg. 108-533.
Feb 3, 2004: Introduced in Senate
Feb 3, 2004: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S541-542)

Feb 3, 2004: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. (text of measure as
introduced: CR S542-545)
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