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S1974

Medicare Preservation and Drug Price Fairness Act

Congress: 108 (2003—-2005, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Health

Introduced: Nov 25, 2003

Current Status. Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S4780-4781)

Latest Action: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S4780-4781) (May 4, 2004)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/108th-congress/senate-bill/1974

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Daschle, Thomas A. [D-SD]
Party: Democratic + State: SD ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (1 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Schumer, Charles E. [D-NY] D - NY Dec 9, 2003

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Finance Committee Senate Referred To Nov 25, 2003

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Health

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Nov 25, 2003)

Medicare Preservation and Drug Price Fairness Act - Amends title XVIII (Medicare) of the Social Security Act, as
amended by the Medicare Prescription Drug, Improvement, and Modernization Act of 2003, to repeal the prohibition
against: (1) interference by the Secretary of Health and Human Services with the negotiations between drug
manufacturers and pharmacies and prescription drug plan sponsors; and (2) any requirement by the Secretary of a
formulary or institution of a price structure for the reimbursement of covered prescription drugs.

Repeals the Comparative Cost Adjustment Program.

Amends the Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act to direct the Secretary to promulgate regulations allowing qualifying
individuals who are neither pharmacists nor wholesalers (qualifying individuals) to import covered products (in addition to
pharmacists and wholesalers, whom current law authorizes to import such products).

Repeals the requirement that regulations require that a product not coming directly from the first foreign recipient of the
product from the manufacturer be approved for marketing in the United States.

Repeals requirements that the importer provide the Secretary with: (1) documentation from the foreign seller specifying
the original source of the product and the amount of each lot of the product originally received; and (2) any other
information that the Secretary determines is necessary to ensure the protection of the public health.

Revises testing requirements to provide that specified tests, including ones involving authenticity and degradation of
products, shall not be required unless the importer is a wholesaler. (Currently either the importer or the manufacturer may
conduct such tests). Exempts from importer-wholesaler testing a prescription drug subject to requirements for counterfeit-
resistant packaging.

Makes permanent the requirements of Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act for the importation of covered products.

Classifies prescription drugs as misbranded if they do not incorporate specified counterfeit-resistant technologies in their
packaging.

Amends the Medicare Prescription Drug, Improvement, and Modernization Act of 2003 to repeal its requirements for the
importation of prescription drugs from Canada into the United States (effectively replacing them with the requirements of
this Act.)

Removes Medicare Advantage (MA) prescription drug plans from the meaning of qualifying prescription drug plan.

Repeals authorization for the MA Regional Plan Stabilization Fund and Health Savings Accounts.

Actions Timeline

May 4, 2004: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S4780-4781)
Nov 25, 2003: Introduced in Senate
Nov 25, 2003: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S16022)

Nov 25, 2003: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance. (text of measure as introduced: CR S16022-
16023)
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