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S 195
Underground Storage Tank Compliance Act of 2003

Congress: 108 (2003–2005, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Environmental Protection
Introduced: Jan 17, 2003
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Environment and Hazardous Materials.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Environment and Hazardous Materials.  (May 20, 2003) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/108th-congress/senate-bill/195 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Chafee, Lincoln [R-RI] 
Party: Republican   •   State: RI   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (4 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Carper, Thomas R. [D-DE] D · DE Jan 17, 2003

Sen. Inhofe, James M. [R-OK] R · OK Jan 17, 2003

Sen. Jeffords, James M. [I-VT] I · VT Jan 17, 2003

Sen. Warner, John [R-VA] R · VA Jan 17, 2003

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Commerce Committee House Referred to May 20, 2003

Environment and Public Works Committee Senate Reported By Mar 5, 2003

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Environmental Protection

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of May 1, 2003) 

(This measure has not been amended since it was reported to the Senate on March 5, 2003. The summary of that

version is repeated here.)  Underground Storage Tank Compliance Act of 2003 - (Sec. 2) Amends the Solid Waste

Disposal Act to require the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to distribute to States at least 80

percent of the funds authorized to be appropriated under this Act from the Leaking Underground Storage Tank Trust

Fund to pay the reasonable costs incurred under cooperative agreements of: (1) certain corrective actions and

compensation programs; (2) directly related administrative expenses; or (3) enforcement of State or local requirements

regulating underground storage tanks (USTs). Allows undistributed funds to be used for enforcing UST regulations.

Provides for allocation and distribution of such funds to States. (Sec. 3) Requires the Administrator or a State with an

approved program to require compliance inspections of USTs at least once every two years. (Sec. 4) Directs the

Administrator to publish operator training guidelines and States to develop and implement a training strategy consistent

with stated requirements. (Sec. 5) Authorizes the use of funds made available for the petroleum response program to

carry out corrective actions with respect to methyl tertiary butyl ether (MTBE) releases. (Sec. 6) Authorizes the use of

funds for inspections, orders, or enforcement by a State in accordance with State authorities under the petroleum

response program acting under an approved prevention and compliance program or similar State requirements or by the

Administrator. Requires States to submit to the Administrator implementation reports on State- or local-owned USTs.

Provides additional funds to States that develop the reports. Permits the consideration of an owner or operator's violation

history when a State or the Administrator enforces compliance. Authorizes a State or the Administrator to prohibit the

delivery of regulated substances (motor fuels) to non-compliant tanks. Provides temporary relief for certain tanks in

remote locations. Requires States and Indian tribes to maintain a current list of regulated USTs. (Sec. 7) Includes

underground storage tank systems and release response activity (as well as underground storage tanks) that are under

Federal jurisdiction under the UST control and abatement requirements. Requires implementation reports by any Federal

agency responsible for USTs which list the USTs and describe compliance actions. (Sec. 8) Requires the Administrator

and Indian Tribes to correct UST releases on Indian lands, treating those posing the greatest threat to human health or

the environment first. (Sec. 9) Permits States to establish requirements more stringent than the Federal requirements.

(Sec. 10) Authorizes appropriations for FY 2004 through 2008 and 2009.

Actions Timeline

May 20, 2003: Referred to the Subcommittee on Environment and Hazardous Materials.
May 15, 2003: Referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce.
May 5, 2003: Message on Senate action sent to the House.
May 5, 2003: Received in the House.
May 5, 2003: Held at the desk.
May 1, 2003: Passed/agreed to in Senate: Passed Senate with an amendment by Unanimous Consent.(consideration:
CR S5684-5689; text of measure as reported in Senate: CR S5684-5686; text as passed Senate: CR S5686-5689)
May 1, 2003: Passed Senate with an amendment by Unanimous Consent. (consideration: CR S5684-5689; text of
measure as reported in Senate: CR S5684-5686; text as passed Senate: CR S5686-5689)
Mar 5, 2003: Committee on Environment and Public Works. Reported by Senator Inhofe with an amendment in the
nature of a substitute. With written report No. 108-13.
Mar 5, 2003: Committee on Environment and Public Works. Reported by Senator Inhofe with an amendment in the
nature of a substitute. With written report No. 108-13.
Mar 5, 2003: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 25.
Feb 24, 2003: Committee on Environment and Public Works. Ordered to be reported with an amendment in the nature
of a substitute favorably.
Jan 17, 2003: Introduced in Senate
Jan 17, 2003: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S1148-1149)
Jan 17, 2003: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public Works. (text of measure as
introduced: CR S1149-1151)Generated by LegiList — https://legilist.com · Public data belongs to the public.
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