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S1939
Mercury Health Advisory Act of 2003

Congress: 108 (2003—-2005, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Health

Introduced: Nov 24, 2003

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. (Nov 24, 2003)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/108th-congress/senate-bill/1939

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Leahy, Patrick J. [D-VT]
Party: Democratic « State: VT ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (1 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Boxer, Barbara [D-CA] D.-CA Jun 1, 2004
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee Senate Referred To Nov 24, 2003
Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Health

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action
108 HR 4762 Identical bill Jul 19, 2004: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.
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Summary (as of Nov 24, 2003)

Mercury Health Advisory Act of 2003 - Requires the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency and the
Commissioner of Food and Drugs jointly to develop fish consumption advisories for methyl-mercury in fish.

Directs the Secretary of Health and Human Services to: (1) prepare and distribute to health professionals (and others
upon request) a consumer's mercury advisory notice regarding the health risks of fish consumption; and (2) establish a
toll-free number for individuals who desire additional information.

Requires the Administrator to prepare and distribute to specified State entities and applicants for fishing licenses (and
others upon request) a consumer's guide to mercury, including a health advisory for the consumption of recreationally-
caught fish.

Requires the Secretary to work with States and other entities to: (1) develop and distribute standardized advisories,
including consumption advisories and health warnings, regarding the presence of methyl-mercury in seafood; and (2)
design and implement a related national public education program.

Directs the Commissioner to resume the Food and Drug Administration's seafood methyl-mercury monitoring sampling
program.

Requires the Secretary, within one year of enactment of this Act, to finalize the Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Point
assessment to determine whether methyl-mercury exposure through fish consumption is a public health hazard.

Actions Timeline

e Nov 24, 2003: Introduced in Senate
e Nov 24, 2003: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.
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