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Paul and Sheila Wellstone Trafficking Victims Reauthorization Act

Congress: 108 (2003—-2005, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: International Affairs

Introduced: Nov 6, 2003

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. (Nov 6, 2003)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/108th-congress/senate-bill/1830

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Brownback, Sam [R-KS]
Party: Republican < State KS ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (1 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Schumer, Charles E. [D-NY] D - NY Dec 9, 2003
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Foreign Relations Committee Senate Referred To Nov 6, 2003

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

International Affairs

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action
108 HR 2620 Related bill Dec 19, 2003: Became Public Law No: 108-193.
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Summary (as of Nov 6, 2003)

Paul and Sheila Wellstone Trafficking Victims Reauthorization Act - Amends the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of
2000 (TVPA) to direct the President to establish programs of border interdiction by providing grants to foreign
nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) that provide for transit shelters operating at key border crossings, and help train
survivors of trafficking in persons to educate and train border guards, officials, and other law enforcement officials to: (1)
identify traffickers and victims of severe forms of trafficking; (2) treat such victims appropriately; and (3) monitor the
implementation of border interdiction programs, including helping in the identification of such victims to stop the cross-
border transit of victims.

Requires the President to establish programs supporting the production of television and radio programs to inform
vulnerable populations overseas of the dangers of trafficking, as well as the public in countries of destination.

Directs the President to require airlines to develop and disseminate materials alerting travelers that sex tourism is illegal.

Directs the President to ensure that any Federal grant, contract, or cooperative agreement under which certain
assistance funds relating to international affairs are to be provided to a private entity, in whole or in part, shall include a
condition that authorizes the Federal department or agency involved to terminate the grant, contract, or agreement,
without penalty, if the grantee or any subgrantee, or the contractor or any subcontractor: (1) engages in specified severe
forms of trafficking in persons or has procured a commercial sex act during the period of time that the grant, contract, or
cooperative agreement is in effect; or (2) uses forced labor in the performance of the grant, contract, or agreement.

Extends to nonimmigrant alien family members the same benefits and services available to a trafficking victim.

Revises the benefits and services eligibility criteria for trafficking victims to consider a victim's willingness to assist with a
State or local investigation as well as with a Federal investigation.

Allows a victim of criminal trafficking offenses to bring a civil action in any appropriate U.S. district court.

Amends the Immigration and Nationality Act to increase the minimum age at which a trafficking victim is required to assist
in investigations and prosecutions to be eligible for a "T" visa.

Adds unmarried siblings under age 18 to the family members of a trafficking victim eligible for a "T" visa.

Amends the Federal criminal code to extend jurisdiction of sex trafficking offenses to acts of trafficking in or affecting
interstate or foreign commerce, or within the special maritime and territorial jurisdiction of the United States.

Amends the TVPA to require the Interagency Task Force to Monitor and Combat Trafficking to report to specified
congressional committees on Federal agencies implementing such Act.

Declares that the Director of Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking (OMCT) of the Department of State shall be
appointed by the President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, with the rank of Ambassador-at-Large.

Establishes within the execuvtive branch a Senior Policy Operating Group.

Amends the TVPA to: (1) require the Secretary of State to report annually to specified comgressional committees a watch
list of countries that require special scrutiny during the following year; and (2) direct the President, acting through
specified entities, to carry out research on trafficking.



Prohibits the use of funds under this Act to promote, support, or advocate the legalization or practice of prostitution.

Actions Timeline

e Nov 6, 2003: Introduced in Senate
¢ Nov 6, 2003: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations.
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