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HR 1719
Nuclear Security Initiative Act of 2003

Congress: 108 (2003–2005, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: International Affairs
Introduced: Apr 10, 2003
Current Status: Referred to the House Committee on International Relations.
Latest Action: Referred to the House Committee on International Relations.  (Apr 10, 2003) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/108th-congress/house-bill/1719 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Weldon, Curt [R-PA-7] 
Party: Republican   •   State: PA   •   Chamber: House
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Cosponsors  (26 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Abercrombie, Neil [D-HI-1] D · HI Apr 10, 2003

Rep. Bartlett, Roscoe G. [R-MD-6] R · MD Apr 10, 2003

Rep. Bereuter, Doug [R-NE-1] R · NE Apr 10, 2003

Rep. Brown, Corrine [D-FL-3] D · FL Apr 10, 2003

Rep. Cox, Christopher [R-CA-48] R · CA Apr 10, 2003

Rep. Cramer, Robert E. (Bud), Jr. [D-AL-5] D · AL Apr 10, 2003

Rep. Edwards, Chet [D-TX-11] D · TX Apr 10, 2003

Rep. Farr, Sam [D-CA-17] D · CA Apr 10, 2003

Rep. Hastings, Alcee L. [D-FL-23] D · FL Apr 10, 2003

Rep. Hoyer, Steny H. [D-MD-5] D · MD Apr 10, 2003

Rep. Leach, James A. [R-IA-2] R · IA Apr 10, 2003

Rep. McHugh, John M. [R-NY-23] R · NY Apr 10, 2003

Rep. Ortiz, Solomon P. [D-TX-27] D · TX Apr 10, 2003

Rep. Reyes, Silvestre [D-TX-16] D · TX Apr 10, 2003

Rep. Shays, Christopher [R-CT-4] R · CT Apr 10, 2003

Rep. Sherwood, Don [R-PA-10] R · PA Apr 10, 2003

Rep. Smith, Nick [R-MI-7] R · MI Apr 10, 2003

Rep. Souder, Mark E. [R-IN-3] R · IN Apr 10, 2003

Rep. Spratt, John M., Jr. [D-SC-5] D · SC Apr 10, 2003

Rep. Stearns, Cliff [R-FL-6] R · FL Apr 10, 2003

Rep. Tauscher, Ellen O. [D-CA-10] D · CA Apr 10, 2003

Rep. Taylor, Charles H. [R-NC-11] R · NC Apr 10, 2003

Rep. Wilson, Joe [R-SC-2] R · SC Apr 10, 2003

Rep. Frank, Barney [D-MA-4] D · MA May 8, 2003

Rep. McDermott, Jim [D-WA-7] D · WA May 8, 2003

Rep. Andrews, Robert E. [D-NJ-1] D · NJ Nov 21, 2003

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Foreign Affairs Committee House Referred To Apr 10, 2003

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

International Affairs

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Apr 10, 2003) 

Nuclear Security Initiative Act of 2003 - Declares it is the policy of the United States to seek to cooperate with the

Russian Federation and each other independent state of the former Soviet Union to: (1) effect as quickly as is reasonably

practical basic security measures at each facility in the Russian Federation and each such state that is used for storing

nuclear weapons or nuclear materials and is not yet protected by such measures; (2) the Russian Federation to

accelerate the closure of facilities in the Russian Federation used for the production of nuclear weapons; (3) improve the

security at facilities, in the Russian Federation and each such state, that contain radioactive materials that could be used

in radiological dispersal devices; and (4) improve border controls and other measures to track and intercept illicit transfers

of weapons of mass destruction and the materials and technologies for developing and producing such weapons.

Authorizes the Secretary of Energy (Secretary) to expand the International Nuclear Materials Protection and Cooperation

program of the Department of Energy to encompass countries other than the Russian Federation and the other

independent states of the former Soviet Union.

Declares it is the policy of the United States to seek to: (1) cooperate with all appropriate nations to attempt to ensure that

all nuclear weapons and nuclear materials worldwide are secure and accounted for according to stringent standards; (2)

work with international partners to install, at critical international ports, appropriate devices to detect and intercept illicit

transfers of weapons of mass destruction that are nuclear or radiological in nature and the materials and technologies for

developing and producing such weapons; (3) prevent the proliferation, from the Russian Federation and the other

independent states of the former Soviet Union to countries of proliferation concern, of scientists, engineers, and

technicians possessing the expertise to develop and produce weapons of mass destruction; (4) establish and promote

programs to prevent the proliferation, from scientists, engineers, and technicians of the Russian Federation and other

independent states of the former Soviet Union to countries of proliferation concern, of expertise to develop and produce

weapons of mass destruction; and (5) seek to assist independent states of the former Soviet Union that have been

helpful to the United States in the war on terrorism so as to promote the creation of jobs that foster economic stability and

democracy.

Authorizes appropriations for accelerated disposition for highly enriched uranium.

Directs the Secretary to carry out a Silk Road Initiative to develop sustainable employment opportunities in the United

States and in Silk Road nations (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and

Uzbekistan) for scientists, engineers, and technicians formerly engaged in activities to develop and produce weapons of

mass destruction in such nations.

Authorizes appropriations to assist the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) Science for Peace program.

Directs the Secretary to: (1) analyze and report to Congress on the effect on threat reduction and nonproliferation

programs of applicable congressional oversight measures; (2) report annually to Congress on the use of funds

appropriated for threat reduction and nonproliferation programs in the Russian Federation and the other independent

states of the former Soviet Union.

Amends the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2002, as amended by section 1205 of the Bob Stump

National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2003, to direct the President submit to Congress a comprehensive,

detailed plan to: (1) secure and destroy all chemical and biological weapons, and the chemical and biological materials

designed for use in such weapons, that are located in Russia and the independent states of the former Soviet Union; and



(2) prevent the outflow from those states of the technology and scientific expertise that could be used for developing

those weapons, including delivery systems.

for coordination of chemical and biological weapons nonproliferation programs with states of the former soviet union.

Declares it is U.S. policy to seek to establish jointly with the Russian Federation comprehensive inventories and data

exchanges of Russian Federation and U.S. nuclear weapons-grade material and nuclear weapons, with particular

attention to tactical warheads and warheads that are no longer operationally deployed.

Urges the United States to seek to work with the Russian Federation to develop such inventories.

Establishes a Duma-Congress Nuclear Threat Reduction Working Group as an interparliamentary group of the United

States and the Russian Federation.

Declares it is U.S. policy that the President should seek to ensure that the United States takes the lead in arranging for

the United States, in conjunction with NATO, to enter into appropriate cooperative relationships with the Russian

Federation with respect to the development and deployment of theater-level ballistic missile defenses.

Declares it is U.S. policy: (1) to encourage joint efforts by the United States and the Russian Federation to reduce the

chances of a Russian nuclear attack anywhere in the world as the result of misinformation or miscalculation by

developing the capabilities and increasing the reliability of Russian ballistic missile early-warning systems, including the

Russian-American Observation Satellite (RAMOS) program; and (2) to encourage other United States-Russian programs

to ensure that the Russia Federation has reliable information, including real-time data, regarding launches of ballistic

missiles anywhere in the world.

Directs the Secretary of Defense to ensure interim funding of the RAMOS program pending the execution of a new

agreement between the United States and the Russian Federation providing for it.

Directs the Secretary of Energy to seek to enter into an agreement with the Minister of Atomic Energy of the Russian

Federation to carry out a cooperative venture, to be known as the (Edward) Teller-(Igor) KurchatovAlliance for Peace, to

develop and promote peaceful, safe, and environmentally sensitive uses of nuclear energy.

Authorizes the Administrator for Nuclear Security to award international exchange Teller-Kurchatov Fellowships in the

nuclear nonproliferation sciences to scientists employed at the Kurchatov Institute of the Russian Federation and

Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory (California).

Declares the sense of Congress in favor of discussions on nuclear and radiological security and safety between the

International Atomic Energy Agency and the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development for the purpose of

exploring issues of nuclear and radiological security and safety, including the creation of new sources of revenue

(including debt reduction) for states to provide nuclear security; and (2) the discussions referred to in paragraph (1)

should also provide a forum to explore possible sources of funds in support of the G-8 Global Partnership Against the

Spread of Weapons and Materials of Mass Destruction.

Actions Timeline

Apr 10, 2003: Introduced in House
Apr 10, 2003: Introduced in House
Apr 10, 2003: Referred to the House Committee on International Relations.
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