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Keeping Families Together Act

Congress: 108 (2003—-2005, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Families

Introduced: Oct 2, 2003

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. (Oct 2, 2003)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/108th-congress/senate-bill/1704

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Collins, Susan M. [R-ME]
Party: Republican < Statee ME ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (15 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Bingaman, Jeff [D-NM] D -NM Oct 2, 2003
Sen. Coleman, Norm [R-MN] R - MN Oct 2, 2003
Sen. Pryor, Mark L. [D-AR] D AR Oct 2, 2003
Sen. Mikulski, Barbara A. [D-MD] D -MD Oct 15, 2003
Sen. Rockefeller, John D., IV [D-WV] D-WV Nov 14, 2003
Sen. Smith, Gordon H. [R-OR] R -OR Feb 24, 2004
Sen. Cantwell, Maria [D-WA] D - WA Mar 12, 2004
Sen. Clinton, Hillary Rodham [D-NY] D - NY Mar 31, 2004
Sen. Lautenberg, Frank R. [D-NJ] D-NJ Jul 7, 2004
Sen. Sessions, Jeff [R-AL] R - AL Jul 7, 2004
Sen. Durbin, Richard J. [D-IL] D-IL Jul 8, 2004
Sen. Lieberman, Joseph I. [D-CT] D-CT Jul 19, 2004
Sen. Boxer, Barbara [D-CA] D-CA Sep 7, 2004
Sen. Inouye, Daniel K. [D-HI] D - HI Sep 13, 2004
Sen. Landrieu, Mary L. [D-LA] D-LA Dec 7, 2004
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee Senate Referred To Oct 2, 2003
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Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action
108 HR 3243 Identical bill Oct 27, 2003 Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.

Summary (as of Oct 2, 2003)

Keeping Families Together Act - Amends the Public Health Service Act to direct the Secretary of Health and Human
Services to award competitive grants to States to establish systems of individualized mental health treatment and family
support services for children who are in custody or in danger of entering the custody of the state for the purpose of
receiving mental health services.

Requires eligible States to: (1) have laws or policies in effect that ensure that children receive appropriate mental health
services so that parents do not have to relinquish legal custody of such children; (2) provide matching funds; (3) establish
infrastructure for interagency cooperation and cross system financing; and (4) expand public health insurance programs
to cover these services after the grant expires.

Establishes a Federal interagency task force to examine mental health issues in the child welfare and juvenile justice
systems and the role of their agencies in promoting access by children and youth to mental health services.

Amends the Social Security Act to permit the use of the Medicaid home and community-based services waiver to provide
mental health services to children and youths as an alternative to care in inpatient psychiatric hospitals.

Actions Timeline

e Oct 2, 2003: Introduced in Senate
e Oct 2, 2003: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S12381-12382)
e Oct 2, 2003: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.
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