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HR 1690

Ocean Habitat Protection Act

Congress: 108 (2003—-2005, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Public Lands and Natural Resources

Introduced: Apr 9, 2003

Current Status. Executive Comment Requested from Commerce.

Latest Action: Executive Comment Requested from Commerce. (Apr 21, 2003)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/108th-congress/house-bill/1690

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Hefley, Joel [R-CO-5]
Party: Republican < State: CO ¢ Chamber: House

Cosponsors (20 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Del. Faleomavaega, Eni F. H. [D-AS-At Large] D:AS Apr 9, 2003
Rep. Castle, Michael N. [R-DE-At Large] R - DE Apr 9, 2003
Rep. Davis, Susan A. [D-CA-53] D-CA Apr 9, 2003
Rep. Engel, Eliot L. [D-NY-17] D - NY Apr 9, 2003
Rep. Greenwood, James C. [R-PA-8] R - PA Apr 9, 2003
Rep. Holt, Rush [D-NJ-12] D-NJ Apr 9, 2003
Rep. Honda, Michael M. [D-CA-15] D-CA Apr 9, 2003
Rep. Moran, James P. [D-VA-8] D - VA Apr 9, 2003
Rep. Pallone, Frank, Jr. [D-NJ-6] D-NJ Apr 9, 2003
Rep. Pascrell, Bill, Jr. [D-NJ-8] D -NJ Apr 9, 2003
Rep. Udall, Mark [D-CO-2] D:-CO Apr 9, 2003
Rep. Sanders, Bernard [I-VT-At Large] |- VT Apr 10, 2003
Rep. Kildee, Dale E. [D-MI-5] D - Ml May 6, 2003
Rep. McCollum, Betty [D-MN-4] D - MN May 6, 2003
Rep. Filner, Bob [D-CA-51] D-CA Jun 26, 2003
Del. Bordallo, Madeleine Z. [D-GU-At Large] D-GU Sep 10, 2003
Rep. Miller, George [D-CA-7] D-CA Sep 10, 2003
Rep. Lofgren, Zoe [D-CA-16] D-CA Sep 16, 2003
Rep. Roybal-Allard, Lucille [D-CA-34] D-CA Mar 11, 2004
Rep. Andrews, Robert E. [D-NJ-1] D -NJ Sep 22, 2004
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Natural Resources Committee House Referred to Apr 21, 2003
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Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Public Lands and Natural Resources

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.

Summary (as of Apr 9, 2003)

Ocean Habitat Protection Act - Amends the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act to prohibit
the use of bottom trawls with rollers, bobbins, tires, rockhoppers, or any other device affixed to the footrope and in excess
of eight inches in diameter, for fishing that is subject to the jurisdiction of the United States, including fishing by a U.S.
vessel beyond the equivalent of the exclusive economic zone of all countries.

Permits the Secretary of Commerce or his designee to exempt from this prohibition fishing in the exclusive economic
zone if the Council having jurisdiction over the area submits to the Secretary: (1) substantial evidence that the area is
composed predominately of sand and mud bottom and that the prohibited devices are necessary to prevent a significant
increase from rates of bycatch of non-target managed species, or to provide other significant benefits; (2) the geographic
boundaries of the area; and (3) a credible and effective vessel monitoring plan of bottom trawl fishing in the area that is
adopted by the Secretary.

Authorizes the Secretary to provide to the owner of a qualified fishing vessel: (1) the depreciated cost of prohibited fishing
devices that are part of the fishing gear of a vessel on the date of the enactment of this Act, and are disposed of in an
approved manner; (2) the cost of converting trawl nets to compliance; and (3) payment for cessation of trawling.

Requires the Secretary to provide economic assistance to the owners and crew members of any qualified fishing vessel
that ceases fishing in bottom trawl fisheries and does not continue fishing in other fisheries.

Requires the Secretary to undertake a program to collect, and make available to Regional Fishery Management Councils,
information and maps on diverse bottom habitats of the exclusive U.S. economic zone.

Actions Timeline

Apr 21, 2003: Referred to the Subcommittee on Fisheries Conservation, Wildlife and Oceans.
Apr 21, 2003: Executive Comment Requested from Commerce.

Apr 9, 2003: Introduced in House

Apr 9, 2003: Introduced in House

Apr 9, 2003: Referred to the House Committee on Resources.
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