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HR 1626
Local Voices on TV Act of 2003

Congress: 108 (2003–2005, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Science, Technology, Communications
Introduced: Apr 3, 2003
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Telecommunications and the Internet.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Telecommunications and the Internet.  (Apr 10, 2003) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/108th-congress/house-bill/1626 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Peterson, Collin C. [D-MN-7] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: MN   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (17 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Diaz-Balart, Lincoln [R-FL-21] R · FL Apr 3, 2003

Rep. Diaz-Balart, Mario [R-FL-25] R · FL Apr 3, 2003

Rep. Gonzalez, Charles A. [D-TX-20] D · TX Apr 3, 2003

Rep. Ros-Lehtinen, Ileana [R-FL-18] R · FL Apr 3, 2003

Rep. Holt, Rush [D-NJ-12] D · NJ May 14, 2003

Rep. Smith, Christopher H. [R-NJ-4] R · NJ May 14, 2003

Rep. Carson, Brad [D-OK-2] D · OK May 15, 2003

Rep. Carson, Julia [D-IN-7] D · IN May 20, 2003

Rep. Weldon, Dave [R-FL-15] R · FL Jun 11, 2003

Rep. Hinojosa, Ruben [D-TX-15] D · TX Jun 19, 2003

Rep. Nunes, Devin [R-CA-21] R · CA Jul 16, 2003

Rep. Lucas, Ken [D-KY-4] D · KY Jul 25, 2003

Rep. Ortiz, Solomon P. [D-TX-27] D · TX Jul 25, 2003

Rep. Wolf, Frank R. [R-VA-10] R · VA Sep 3, 2003

Rep. Lucas, Frank D. [R-OK-3] R · OK Sep 4, 2003

Rep. Jenkins, William L. [R-TN-1] R · TN Sep 17, 2003

Rep. Herger, Wally [R-CA-2] R · CA Jan 20, 2004

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Commerce Committee House Referred to Apr 10, 2003
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Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Science, Technology, Communications

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.

Summary  (as of Apr 3, 2003) 

Local Voices on TV Act of 2003 - Amends the Communications Act of 1934 to prohibit a cable television operator

(operator) from carrying the signal of a qualified class A television station (a station that provides local and specialized

service and meets certain other requirements) in lieu of a full power analog or digital local commercial station. Requires

that, if there are not sufficient signals of full power local commercial stations to fill the channels set aside for local

programming, an operator with a system capacity of 35 or fewer channels must carry one qualified low power station

(current law) or one qualified class A station. Requires: (1) an operator with a system capacity of more than 35 but less

than 72 channels to carry two stations that are either class A or low power stations; and (2) an operator with a system

capacity of more than 72 channels to carry three that are either type of stations. Grants carriage rights to all qualified

class A stations in a designated market area if there are three or fewer commercial full power stations serving that area

that do not substantially retransmit the signal of another broadcast station.

Requires the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) to prescribe regulations to implement provisions for the

application and granting of new class A television licenses in accordance with the Community Broadcasters Protection

Act of 1999. Directs the FCC to consider whether the treatment of a low-power station as a class A station would meet

the public interest, convenience, and necessity.

Requires prompt FCC review and determination with respect to applications of advanced television services.

Actions Timeline

Apr 10, 2003: Referred to the Subcommittee on Telecommunications and the Internet.
Apr 3, 2003: Introduced in House
Apr 3, 2003: Introduced in House
Apr 3, 2003: Referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce.
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