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S 159
Jumpstart Broadband Act

Congress: 108 (2003–2005, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Science, Technology, Communications
Introduced: Jan 14, 2003
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. (text of measure
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. (text of measure as
introduced: CR S301)  (Jan 14, 2003) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/108th-congress/senate-bill/159 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Boxer, Barbara [D-CA] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: CA   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (2 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Allen, George [R-VA] R · VA Jan 14, 2003

Sen. Sununu, John E. [R-NH] R · NH Mar 18, 2003

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee Senate Referred To Jan 14, 2003

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Science, Technology, Communications

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

108 HR 363 Identical bill Feb 3, 2003: Referred to the Subcommittee on Telecommunications and the Internet.
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Summary  (as of Jan 14, 2003) 

Jumpstart Broadband Act - Requires the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) to allocate no less than an

additional 255 megahertz of contiguous spectrum in the 5 gigahertz band for unlicensed use by wireless broadband

devices while ensuring that Department of Defense devices and systems are not compromised.

Directs the National Telecommunications and Information Administration to establish standards for interference protection

which enable incumbent Federal government agency users of such allocated spectrum to continue such use.

Directs the FCC to: (1) adopt minimal technical and device rules for efficient use of such allocated spectrum by wireless

broadband devices; and (2) amend its rules to require that all wireless broadband devices manufactured after such rules

amendment that operate in such allocated spectrum be capable of two-way digital communications and meet the

interference protection standards.

Actions Timeline

Jan 14, 2003: Introduced in Senate
Jan 14, 2003: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S300-301)
Jan 14, 2003: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. (text of measure
as introduced: CR S301)
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