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HR 1568
Medicare Rx Now Act of 2003

Congress: 108 (2003–2005, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Health
Introduced: Apr 2, 2003
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.  (Apr 10, 2003) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/108th-congress/house-bill/1568 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Dooley, Calvin M. [D-CA-20] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: CA   •   Chamber: House
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Cosponsors  (44 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Cardoza, Dennis A. [D-CA-18] D · CA Apr 2, 2003

Rep. Case, Ed [D-HI-2] D · HI Apr 2, 2003

Rep. Cooper, Jim [D-TN-5] D · TN Apr 2, 2003

Rep. Cramer, Robert E. (Bud), Jr. [D-AL-5] D · AL Apr 2, 2003

Rep. Davis, Artur [D-AL-7] D · AL Apr 2, 2003

Rep. Davis, Jim [D-FL-11] D · FL Apr 2, 2003

Rep. Emanuel, Rahm [D-IL-5] D · IL Apr 2, 2003

Rep. Ford, Harold E., Jr. [D-TN-9] D · TN Apr 2, 2003

Rep. Harman, Jane [D-CA-36] D · CA Apr 2, 2003

Rep. Hill, Baron P. [D-IN-9] D · IN Apr 2, 2003

Rep. Israel, Steve [D-NY-2] D · NY Apr 2, 2003

Rep. Kind, Ron [D-WI-3] D · WI Apr 2, 2003

Rep. Larsen, Rick [D-WA-2] D · WA Apr 2, 2003

Rep. Lucas, Ken [D-KY-4] D · KY Apr 2, 2003

Rep. Marshall, Jim [D-GA-3] D · GA Apr 2, 2003

Rep. Matheson, Jim [D-UT-2] D · UT Apr 2, 2003

Rep. McCarthy, Carolyn [D-NY-4] D · NY Apr 2, 2003

Rep. Miller, Brad [D-NC-13] D · NC Apr 2, 2003

Rep. Moore, Dennis [D-KS-3] D · KS Apr 2, 2003

Rep. Peterson, Collin C. [D-MN-7] D · MN Apr 2, 2003

Rep. Smith, Adam [D-WA-9] D · WA Apr 2, 2003

Rep. Stenholm, Charles W. [D-TX-17] D · TX Apr 2, 2003

Rep. Tauscher, Ellen O. [D-CA-10] D · CA Apr 2, 2003

Rep. Wu, David [D-OR-1] D · OR Apr 2, 2003

Rep. Crowley, Joseph [D-NY-7] D · NY Apr 8, 2003

Rep. Davis, Lincoln [D-TN-4] D · TN Apr 8, 2003

Rep. Kaptur, Marcy [D-OH-9] D · OH Apr 8, 2003

Rep. Murtha, John P. [D-PA-12] D · PA Apr 8, 2003

Rep. Sabo, Martin Olav [D-MN-5] D · MN Apr 8, 2003

Rep. Scott, David [D-GA-13] D · GA Apr 8, 2003

Rep. Ortiz, Solomon P. [D-TX-27] D · TX Apr 10, 2003

Rep. Hinojosa, Ruben [D-TX-15] D · TX Apr 11, 2003

Rep. Baird, Brian [D-WA-3] D · WA May 7, 2003

Rep. Gonzalez, Charles A. [D-TX-20] D · TX May 7, 2003

Rep. Meeks, Gregory W. [D-NY-6] D · NY May 7, 2003

Rep. Wynn, Albert Russell [D-MD-4] D · MD May 7, 2003

Rep. Bishop, Timothy H. [D-NY-1] D · NY May 8, 2003

Rep. Hoeffel, Joseph M. [D-PA-13] D · PA May 8, 2003

Rep. Bell, Chris [D-TX-25] D · TX May 9, 2003

Rep. Cummings, Elijah E. [D-MD-7] D · MD May 9, 2003

Rep. Fattah, Chaka [D-PA-2] D · PA May 9, 2003
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Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Wamp, Zach [R-TN-3] R · TN May 9, 2003

Rep. Langevin, James R. [D-RI-2] D · RI Jun 3, 2003

Rep. Van Hollen, Chris [D-MD-8] D · MD Jun 25, 2003

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Commerce Committee House Referred to Apr 10, 2003

Ways and Means Committee House Referred to Apr 9, 2003

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Health

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.

Summary  (as of Apr 2, 2003) 

Medicare Rx Now Act of 2003 - Amends title XVIII (Medicare) of the Social Security Act (SSA) to provide for outpatient

prescription drug coverage under Medicare part B (Supplementary Medical Insurance), along with an annual deductible,

adjusted for inflation, with a three-tiered copayment structure (with reduced copayments for generic drugs). Allows for

high-deductible outpatient prescription drug coverage under such new program with the provision of benefits through

Medicare approved prescription drug plans, including a Medicare+Choice plan under Medicare+Choice (Medicare part

C). Directs the Secretary to solicit bids from entities to offer prescription drug discount card plans to individuals enrolled

under part B as long as the entity offering a prescription drug discount card plan does not offer benefits to designees of

the plan in addition to high-deductible prescription drug coverage, access to negotiated prices, and other required

benefits under this Act. Outlines benefits for low-income beneficiaries, including eligibility for low-income subsidies under

the Medicaid program (SSA title XIX).

Provides for changes under Medicaid with respect to the enrollment process, including providing for automatic

reenrollment without need to reapply.

Actions Timeline

Apr 10, 2003: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.
Apr 9, 2003: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.
Apr 2, 2003: Introduced in House
Apr 2, 2003: Introduced in House
Apr 2, 2003: Referred to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in addition to the Committee on Ways and
Means, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions
as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
Apr 2, 2003: Referred to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in addition to the Committee on Ways and
Means, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions
as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
Apr 2, 2003: Referred to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in addition to the Committee on Ways and
Means, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions
as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
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