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S 149

Rape Kits and DNA Evidence Backlog Elimination Act of 2003

Congress: 108 (2003—-2005, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Crime and Law Enforcement

Introduced: Jan 13, 2003

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. (text of measure as introduced: CR S234-2

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. (text of measure as introduced: CR S234-236)
(Jan 13, 2003)

Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/108th-congress/senate-bill/149
Sponsor

Name: Sen. DeWine, Mike [R-OH]
Party: Republican < Statet OH ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (2 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Crapo, Mike [R-1D] R-ID Jan 13, 2003
Sen. Grassley, Chuck [R-IA] R-1A Apr 7, 2003

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date
Judiciary Committee Senate Referred To Jan 13, 2003

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Crime and Law Enforcement

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Jan 13, 2003)

Rape Kits and DNA Evidence Backlog Elimination Act of 2003 - Reauthorizes appropriations under the DNA Analysis
Backlog Elimination Act of 2000 (the Act).

Expands the scope of DNA samples to be included in the Combined DNA Index System.

Authorizes the Attorney General to award grants to up to 15 State or local forensic laboratories to implement innovative
plans to encourage law enforcement, judicial, and corrections personnel to increase the submission of rape evidence kits
and other biological evidence from crime scenes.

Amends the Act to make local governments and Indian tribes eligible to apply for and receive DNA backlog elimination
grants.

Requires the Attorney General to establish a program to award and disburse annual grants to SAFE (Sexual Assault
Forensic Examination) programs, with priority to programs that are serving, or will serve, populations currently under-
served by existing SAFE programs.

Authorizes the Attorney General to award grants to prosecutor's offices, associations, or organizations to train local
prosecutors in the use of DNA evidence in a criminal investigation or a trial.

Eliminates the statute of limitations for child abduction and sex offenses. Provides that the limitation period in cases in
which DNA testing implicates a person in the commission of a felony shall not preclude prosecution until an equal period
has elapsed following such testing.

Amends the Violence Against Women Act of 2000 to cover dating violence.

Expresses the sense of Congress that the Paul Coverdell National Forensic Science Improvement Act should be funded
in order to improve the quality, timeliness, and credibility of forensic science services for criminal justice purposes.

Actions Timeline

e Jan 13, 2003: Introduced in Senate

e Jan 13, 2003: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. (text of measure as introduced: CR S234-
236)
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