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S 1483
Head Start Coordination and School Readiness Act

Congress: 108 (2003–2005, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Education
Introduced: Jul 29, 2003
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. (text of measure
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. (text of measure as
introduced: CR S10150-10151)  (Jul 29, 2003) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/108th-congress/senate-bill/1483 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Dodd, Christopher J. [D-CT] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: CT   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (14 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Bingaman, Jeff [D-NM] D · NM Jul 29, 2003

Sen. Clinton, Hillary Rodham [D-NY] D · NY Jul 29, 2003

Sen. Daschle, Thomas A. [D-SD] D · SD Jul 29, 2003

Sen. Edwards, John [D-NC] D · NC Jul 29, 2003

Sen. Harkin, Tom [D-IA] D · IA Jul 29, 2003

Sen. Jeffords, James M. [I-VT] I · VT Jul 29, 2003

Sen. Kennedy, Edward M. [D-MA] D · MA Jul 29, 2003

Sen. Mikulski, Barbara A. [D-MD] D · MD Jul 29, 2003

Sen. Murray, Patty [D-WA] D · WA Jul 29, 2003

Sen. Reed, Jack [D-RI] D · RI Jul 29, 2003

Sen. Rockefeller, John D., IV [D-WV] D · WV Jul 29, 2003

Sen. Sarbanes, Paul S. [D-MD] D · MD Sep 23, 2003

Sen. Cantwell, Maria [D-WA] D · WA Nov 11, 2003

Sen. Kerry, John F. [D-MA] D · MA Nov 11, 2003

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee Senate Referred To Jul 29, 2003

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Education
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Related Bills

No related bills are listed.



Summary  (as of Jul 29, 2003) 

(NOTE - S.1940 & S.1483, unlike H.R.2210, do not provide for State demonstration programs that allow States to

administer their allotment of Federal Head Start funds.)

Head Start Coordination and School Readiness Act - Amends the Head Start Act to reauthorize through FY 2008 and

revise Head Start programs.

Requires expanded coordination and collaboration among Head Start and other agencies. Requires States that receive

Head Start quality improvement and collaboration grants (currently collaboration grants) to establish: (1) State Head Start

Quality Improvement and Collaboration Offices; and (2) State advisory councils on collaboration on early care and

education activities for children.

Directs the Secretary of Health and Human Services to issue regulations requiring Head Start agencies to implement

certain policies and procedures for enrollment of eligible homeless children.

Revises requirements for the Secretary's designation of Head Start agencies, as well as those for quality standards.

Requires annual Head Start program self-assessments, reports, and improvement plans.

Requires Head Start agencies to have: (1) a program meeting all quality standards; (2) capacity to serve eligible children

with scientifically based curricula and other interventions and support services that promote school readiness; (3)

outreach to schools, local educational agencies (LEAs), local businesses, community-based organizations, faith-based

organizations, museums, and libraries; and (4) coordination with LEAs, particularly on ways to increase participation of

underserved populations.

Revises requirements for Early Head Start grant programs to include: (1) consideration of homeless infants and toddlers;

(2) migrant and seasonal Head Start programs; (3) grants to applicants in communities which have experienced a large

percentage increase in limited English proficient (LEP) children and families; and (4) professional development to

increase program participation for underserved populations.

Establishes increased staff qualification requirements for Head Start programs.

Requires individuals receiving financial assistance under the Act to pursue a degree to qualify as Head Start staff to: (1)

teach or work in a Head Start program for at least three years after receiving the degree; or (2) repay the assistance

received.

Requires every Head Start agency and program to create a professional development plan for employees providing direct

services to children.

Establishes programs to: (1) attract and retain high-quality Head Start classroom teachers; and (2) improve literacy in

Head Start programs.



Directs the Secretary to contract with the Board on Children, Youth, and Families of the National Research Council and

the Board on Testing and Assessments of the National Academy of Sciences to establish expert, independent panels to

study, report, and make recommendations on: (1) the assessment of school readiness in young children; and (2) the

Head Start reporting system.

Actions Timeline

Jul 29, 2003: Introduced in Senate
Jul 29, 2003: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S10145-10146)
Jul 29, 2003: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. (text of measure as
introduced: CR S10150-10151)
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