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HR 1442
Vietnam Veterans Memorial Visitor Center Act

Congress: 108 (2003–2005, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Public Lands and Natural Resources
Introduced: Mar 26, 2003
Current Status: Became Public Law No: 108-126.
Latest Action: Became Public Law No: 108-126.  (Nov 17, 2003) 
Law: 108-126 (Enacted Nov 17, 2003)
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/108th-congress/house-bill/1442 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Pombo, Richard W. [R-CA-11] 
Party: Republican   •   State: CA   •   Chamber: House
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Cosponsors  (85 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Gibbons, Jim [R-NV-2] R · NV Mar 26, 2003

Rep. Murtha, John P. [D-PA-12] D · PA Mar 26, 2003

Rep. Rahall, Nick J., II [D-WV-3] D · WV Mar 26, 2003

Del. Christensen, Donna M. [D-VI-At Large] D · VI Apr 2, 2003

Rep. Beauprez, Bob [R-CO-7] R · CO Apr 2, 2003

Rep. Frank, Barney [D-MA-4] D · MA Apr 2, 2003

Rep. Frost, Martin [D-TX-24] D · TX Apr 2, 2003

Rep. Pelosi, Nancy [D-CA-8] D · CA Apr 2, 2003

Rep. Peterson, John E. [R-PA-5] R · PA Apr 2, 2003

Rep. Porter, Jon C. [R-NV-3] R · NV Apr 2, 2003

Rep. Wolf, Frank R. [R-VA-10] R · VA Apr 2, 2003

Rep. Bishop, Rob [R-UT-1] R · UT Apr 7, 2003

Rep. Bishop, Timothy H. [D-NY-1] D · NY Apr 7, 2003

Rep. Cubin, Barbara [R-WY-At Large] R · WY Apr 7, 2003

Rep. Hart, Melissa A. [R-PA-4] R · PA Apr 7, 2003

Rep. Herger, Wally [R-CA-2] R · CA Apr 7, 2003

Rep. Lipinski, William O. [D-IL-3] D · IL Apr 7, 2003

Rep. McGovern, James P. [D-MA-3] D · MA Apr 7, 2003

Rep. Platts, Todd Russell [R-PA-19] R · PA Apr 7, 2003

Rep. Holden, Tim [D-PA-17] D · PA Apr 8, 2003

Rep. John, Christopher [D-LA-7] D · LA Apr 8, 2003

Rep. McNulty, Michael R. [D-NY-21] D · NY Apr 8, 2003

Rep. Pearce, Stevan [R-NM-2] R · NM Apr 8, 2003

Rep. Rangel, Charles B. [D-NY-15] D · NY Apr 8, 2003

Rep. Renzi, Rick [R-AZ-1] R · AZ Apr 8, 2003

Del. Bordallo, Madeleine Z. [D-GU-At Large] D · GU Apr 11, 2003

Rep. Boswell, Leonard L. [D-IA-3] D · IA Apr 11, 2003

Rep. Cardoza, Dennis A. [D-CA-18] D · CA Apr 11, 2003

Rep. Carson, Brad [D-OK-2] D · OK Apr 11, 2003

Rep. Cole, Tom [R-OK-4] R · OK Apr 11, 2003

Rep. Conyers, John, Jr. [D-MI-14] D · MI Apr 11, 2003

Rep. Filner, Bob [D-CA-51] D · CA Apr 11, 2003

Rep. Green, Gene [D-TX-29] D · TX Apr 11, 2003

Rep. Marshall, Jim [D-GA-3] D · GA Apr 11, 2003

Rep. McIntyre, Mike [D-NC-7] D · NC Apr 11, 2003

Rep. Neal, Richard E. [D-MA-2] D · MA Apr 11, 2003

Rep. Ross, Mike [D-AR-4] D · AR Apr 11, 2003

Rep. Wynn, Albert Russell [D-MD-4] D · MD Apr 11, 2003

Del. Faleomavaega, Eni F. H. [D-AS-At Large] D · AS Apr 30, 2003

Rep. Calvert, Ken [R-CA-44] R · CA Apr 30, 2003

Rep. Deutsch, Peter [D-FL-20] D · FL Apr 30, 2003
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Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Dingell, John D. [D-MI-15] D · MI Apr 30, 2003

Rep. Doolittle, John T. [R-CA-4] R · CA Apr 30, 2003

Rep. Ford, Harold E., Jr. [D-TN-9] D · TN Apr 30, 2003

Rep. Gillmor, Paul E. [R-OH-5] R · OH Apr 30, 2003

Rep. Gordon, Bart [D-TN-6] D · TN Apr 30, 2003

Rep. Kaptur, Marcy [D-OH-9] D · OH Apr 30, 2003

Rep. Kennedy, Patrick J. [D-RI-1] D · RI Apr 30, 2003

Rep. LaTourette, Steven C. [R-OH-14] R · OH Apr 30, 2003

Rep. Markey, Edward J. [D-MA-7] D · MA Apr 30, 2003

Rep. Matheson, Jim [D-UT-2] D · UT Apr 30, 2003

Rep. McCarthy, Carolyn [D-NY-4] D · NY Apr 30, 2003

Rep. McInnis, Scott [R-CO-3] R · CO Apr 30, 2003

Rep. Millender-McDonald, Juanita [D-CA-37] D · CA Apr 30, 2003

Rep. Moran, James P. [D-VA-8] D · VA Apr 30, 2003

Rep. Ney, Robert W. [R-OH-18] R · OH Apr 30, 2003

Rep. Ruppersberger, C. A. Dutch [D-MD-2] D · MD Apr 30, 2003

Rep. Saxton, Jim [R-NJ-3] R · NJ Apr 30, 2003

Rep. Tancredo, Thomas G. [R-CO-6] R · CO Apr 30, 2003

Rep. Brown-Waite, Ginny [R-FL-5] R · FL May 6, 2003

Rep. Cunningham, Randy (Duke) [R-CA-50] R · CA May 6, 2003

Rep. Israel, Steve [D-NY-2] D · NY May 6, 2003

Rep. Johnson, Sam [R-TX-3] R · TX May 6, 2003

Rep. Maloney, Carolyn B. [D-NY-14] D · NY May 6, 2003

Rep. Miller, Candice S. [R-MI-10] R · MI May 6, 2003

Rep. Nunes, Devin [R-CA-21] R · CA May 6, 2003

Rep. Sweeney, John E. [R-NY-20] R · NY May 6, 2003

Rep. Capps, Lois [D-CA-23] D · CA May 15, 2003

Rep. Davis, Lincoln [D-TN-4] D · TN May 15, 2003

Rep. Gutknecht, Gil [R-MN-1] R · MN May 15, 2003

Rep. Jackson-Lee, Sheila [D-TX-18] D · TX May 15, 2003

Rep. Fattah, Chaka [D-PA-2] D · PA May 20, 2003

Rep. Jones, Walter B., Jr. [R-NC-3] R · NC May 20, 2003

Rep. Udall, Tom [D-NM-3] D · NM May 20, 2003

Resident Commissioner Acevedo-Vila, Anibal [D-PR-At Large] D · PR May 20, 2003

Rep. Brown, Corrine [D-FL-3] D · FL Jun 11, 2003

Rep. Evans, Lane [D-IL-17] D · IL Jun 11, 2003

Rep. Green, Mark [R-WI-8] R · WI Jun 11, 2003

Rep. Miller, Jeff [R-FL-1] R · FL Jun 11, 2003

Rep. McDermott, Jim [D-WA-7] D · WA Jun 16, 2003

Rep. Michaud, Michael H. [D-ME-2] D · ME Jun 16, 2003

Rep. Berman, Howard L. [D-CA-28] D · CA Jul 7, 2003

Rep. Foley, Mark [R-FL-16] R · FL Jul 7, 2003
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Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Sandlin, Max [D-TX-1] D · TX Jul 7, 2003

Rep. Snyder, Vic [D-AR-2] D · AR Jul 23, 2003

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Natural Resources Committee House Discharged from Sep 24, 2003

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Public Lands and Natural Resources

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Nov 17, 2003) 

Title I: Vietnam Veterans Memorial Visitor Center - (Sec. 101) Authorizes the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund, Inc.

(Fund) to construct an underground visitor center at or near the Vietnam Veterans Memorial (Memorial) to better inform

and educate the public about the Vietnam Veterans Memorial and the Vietnam War. Requires the Fund to consult with

educators, veterans groups, and the National Park Service in developing the proposed design of the visitor center.

Designates the visitor center as a commemorative work for purposes of Federal standards applicable to National Capital

Memorials and commemorative works, but waives final approval and location requirements. Limits the size of the visitor

center to the minimum necessary to: (1) provide for appropriate educational and interpretive functions; (2) prevent

interference with or encroachment on the Memorial; and (3) protect open space and visual sightlines on the Mall.

Specifies that the visitor center shall be constructed and landscaped to be harmonious with the Memorial, consistent with

the special nature and sanctity of the Mall.

Directs the Secretary of the Interior to operate and maintain the visitor center and to develop a written interpretive plan for

the visitor center in accordance with National Park Service policy.

Provides that the Fund shall be solely responsible for accepting contributions for, and paying expenses of, the

establishment of the visitor center. Prohibits the use of Federal funds to pay any expense of the establishment of the

visitor center.

Title II: Commemorative Works - (Sec. 201) Commemorative Works Clarification and Revision Act of 2003.

(Sec. 202) Prohibits the location of any commemorative work or visitor center within the Reserve (defined as the great

cross-axis of the Mall in the District of Columbia, which generally extends from the U.S. Capitol to the Lincoln Memorial,

and from the White House to the Jefferson Memorial) after enactment of this Act.

(Sec. 203) Revises conditions which must be met in order to extend the legislative authority for a commemorative work

beyond its normal seven-year limit to include determinations of the Secretary and the Administrator of General Services

that final design approvals have been obtained from the National Capital Planning Commission (NCPC) and the

Commission of Fine Arts (CFA), and that 75 percent of the amount estimated to be required to complete the memorial

has been raised, in which case the seven-year authority may be extended for a period not to exceed three years.

Redesignates the National Capital Memorial Commission as the National Capital Memorial Advisory Commission.

Requires money provided after enactment of this Act by a sponsor of a commemorative work to be credited to a separate

account with the National Park Foundation.

(Sec. 204) Prohibits a work primarily designed as a museum from being located on lands under the jurisdiction of the

Secretary in Area I or in East Potomac Park. Authorizes the NCPC and the CFA to develop criteria specific to each site to

ensure that the design of a work meets specified comparability requirements. Prohibits donor contributions to works from

being acknowledged in any manner as part of the work or its site.

(Sec. 205) Exempts from the application of this title a site for a commemorative work (other than a site for a

commemorative work or visitor center to be located in the Reserve) that was approved prior to the enactment of this title.

(Sec. 206) Directs the Secretary to report to the Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources and the House

Committee on Resources on the relocation of stable, maintenance, and concession facilities within the Reserve, as well



as limitations on the sale or distribution of permitted merchandise.

Actions Timeline

Nov 17, 2003: Signed by President.
Nov 17, 2003: Signed by President.
Nov 17, 2003: Became Public Law No: 108-126.
Nov 17, 2003: Became Public Law No: 108-126.
Nov 7, 2003: Presented to President.
Nov 7, 2003: Presented to President.
Nov 6, 2003: Message on Senate action sent to the House.
Nov 6, 2003: Mr. Pombo asked unanimous consent that the House agree to the Senate amendment. (consideration: CR
H10512-10514; text as House agreed to Senate amendment: CR H10512-10514)
Nov 6, 2003: Resolving differences -- House actions: On motion that the House agree to the Senate amendment
Agreed to without objection.(consideration: CR H10514)
Nov 6, 2003: On motion that the House agree to the Senate amendment Agreed to without objection. (consideration:
CR H10514)
Nov 6, 2003: Motion to reconsider laid on the table Agreed to without objection.
Nov 5, 2003: Measure laid before Senate by unanimous consent. (consideration: CR S14075)
Nov 5, 2003: Passed/agreed to in Senate: Passed Senate with an amendment by Unanimous Consent.
Nov 5, 2003: Passed Senate with an amendment by Unanimous Consent.
Oct 16, 2003: Received in the Senate. Read twice. Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders.
Calendar No. 310.
Oct 15, 2003: Mr. Pombo moved to suspend the rules and pass the bill, as amended.
Oct 15, 2003: Considered under suspension of the rules. (consideration: CR H9404-9407)
Oct 15, 2003: DEBATE - The House proceeded with forty minutes of debate on H.R. 1442.
Oct 15, 2003: Passed/agreed to in House: On motion to suspend the rules and pass the bill, as amended Agreed to by
voice vote.(text: CR H9404)
Oct 15, 2003: On motion to suspend the rules and pass the bill, as amended Agreed to by voice vote. (text: CR H9404)
Oct 15, 2003: Motion to reconsider laid on the table Agreed to without objection.
Oct 2, 2003: Reported (Amended) by the Committee on Resources. H. Rept. 108-295.
Oct 2, 2003: Reported (Amended) by the Committee on Resources. H. Rept. 108-295.
Oct 2, 2003: Placed on the Union Calendar, Calendar No. 171.
Sep 24, 2003: Subcommittee on National Parks, Recreation and Public Lands Discharged.
Sep 24, 2003: Committee Consideration and Mark-up Session Held.
Sep 24, 2003: Ordered to be Reported (Amended) by Unanimous Consent.
May 21, 2003: Field Hearing held on the National Mall in Washington, DC by the Subcommittee on National Parks,
Recreation, and Public Lands.
Apr 9, 2003: Referred to the Subcommittee on National Parks, Recreation and Public Lands.
Mar 26, 2003: Introduced in House
Mar 26, 2003: Introduced in House
Mar 26, 2003: Referred to the House Committee on Resources.
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