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S 1423
Thomasina E. Jordan Indian Tribes of Virginia Federal Recognition Act of 2003

Congress: 108 (2003–2005, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Native Americans
Introduced: Jul 17, 2003
Current Status: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 500.
Latest Action: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 500.  (May 6, 2004) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/108th-congress/senate-bill/1423 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Allen, George [R-VA] 
Party: Republican   •   State: VA   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (1 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Warner, John [R-VA] R · VA Jul 22, 2003

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Indian Affairs Committee Senate Reported By May 6, 2004

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Native Americans

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

108 HR 1938 Related bill May 7, 2003: Executive Comment Requested from Interior.

https://legilist.com
https://legilist.com/bill/108/s/1423
https://www.congress.gov/bill/108th-congress/senate-bill/1423
https://legilist.com/legislator/A000121
https://legilist.com/legislator/W000154
https://legilist.com/bill/108/hr/1938


Summary  (as of May 6, 2004) 

Title I: Chickahominy Indian Tribe - (Sec. 103) Extends Federal recognition to the Chickahominy Indian Tribe.

Provides that the service area of the Tribe shall be Charles City County, Virginia.

(Sec. 104) Declares that the: (1) membership roll and governing documents of the Tribe shall be the ones most recently

submitted to the Secretary of the Interior before enactment of this Act; and (2) the governing body of the Tribe shall be

the one in place as of such enactment or any subsequent governing body elected in accordance with election procedures

specified in the governing documents.

(Sec. 106) Provides that if, within 25 years after the enactment of this Act, the Tribe transfers to the Secretary land within

the boundaries of the Virginia counties of Charles City, James City, or Henrico, the Secretary shall take the land into trust

for the Tribe's benefit.

Prohibits a reservation or tribal land or land taken into trust for the Tribe's benefit from being eligible to satisfy the terms

for an exception under the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act that prohibits gaming on land acquired by the Secretary in trust

for the benefit of an Indian tribe after October 17, 1988.

(Sec. 107) States that nothing in this title expands, reduces, or effects in any manner any hunting, fishing, trapping,

gathering, or water rights of the Tribe and its members.

Title II: Chickahominy Indian Tribe - Eastern Division - (Sec. 203) Extends Federal recognition to the Chickahominy

Indian Tribe - Eastern Division.

Provides that the service area of the Tribe shall be New Kent County, Virginia.

(Sec. 204) Declares that the: (1) membership roll and governing documents of the Tribe shall be the ones most recently

submitted to the Secretary before enactment of this Act; and (2) the governing body of the Tribe shall be the one in place

as of such enactment or any subsequent governing body elected in accordance with election procedures specified in the

governing documents.

(Sec. 206) Provide that if, within 25 years after the enactment of this Act, the Tribe transfers to the Secretary land within

the boundaries of New Kent County, James City County, or Henrico County, Virginia, the Secretary shall take the land

into trust for the Tribe's benefit.

Subjects such lands to the same gaming prohibition specified in title I of this Act.

(Sec. 207) States that nothing in this title expands, reduces, or effects in any manner any hunting, fishing, trapping,

gathering, or water rights of the Tribe and its members.

Title III: Upper Mattaponi Tribe - (Sec. 303) Extends Federal recognition to the Upper Mattaponi Tribe.

Provides that the service area of the Tribe shall be the area within 25 miles of the Sharon Indian School at 13383 King

William Road, King William, Virginia.

(Sec. 304) Declares that the: (1) membership roll and governing documents of the Tribe shall be the ones most recently

submitted to the Secretary, before enactment of this Act; and (2) the governing body of the Tribe shall be the one in place

as of such enactment or any subsequent governing body elected in accordance with election procedures specified in the



governing documents.

(Sec. 306) Provide that if, within 25 years after the enactment of this Act, the Tribe transfers to the Secretary land within

the boundaries of King William County, Virginia, the Secretary shall take the land into trust for the Tribe's benefit.

Subjects such lands to the same gaming prohibition specified in title I of this Act.

(Sec. 307) States that nothing in this title expands, reduces, or effects in any manner any hunting, fishing, trapping,

gathering, or water rights of the Tribe and its members.

Title IV: Rappahannock Tribe, Inc. - (Sec. 403) Extends Federal recognition to the Rappahannock Tribe, Inc.

Provides that the service area of the Tribe shall be an area comprising King and Queen, Caroline, and Essex Counties,

Virginia.

(Sec. 404) Declares that the: (1) membership roll and governing documents of the Tribe shall be the ones most recently

submitted to the Secretary, before enactment of this Act; and (2) the governing body of the Tribe shall be the one in place

as of such enactment or any subsequent governing body elected in accordance with election procedures specified in the

governing documents.

(Sec. 406) Provides that if the Tribe transfers to the Secretary land described in this Act and any other land within the

boundaries of Queen and King County, Essex County, and Caroline County, Virginia, the Secretary shall take the land

into trust for the Tribe's benefit.

Subjects such lands to the same gaming prohibition specified in title I of this Act.

(Sec. 407) States that nothing in this title expands, reduces, or effects in any manner any hunting, fishing, trapping,

gathering, or water rights of the Tribe and its members.

Title V: Monacan Indian Nation - (Sec. 503) Extends Federal recognition to the Monacan Indian Nation.

Provides that the service area of the Tribe shall be an area comprising all land within 25 miles from the center of

Amherst, Virginia.

(Sec. 504) Declares that the: (1) membership roll and governing documents of the Tribe shall be the ones most recently

submitted to the Secretary, before enactment of this Act; and (2) the governing body of the Tribe shall be the one in place

as of such enactment or any subsequent governing body elected in accordance with election procedures specified in the

governing documents.

(Sec. 506) Provides that if the Tribe transfers to the Secretary a parcel of land consisting of approximately ten acres

located on Kenmore Road in Amherst County, Virginia, and a parcel of land consisting of approximately 165 acres

located at the foot of Bear Mountain in such County, the Secretary shall take the land into trust for the Tribe's benefit.

Subjects such lands to the same gaming prohibition specified in title I of this Act.

(Sec. 507) States that nothing in this title expands, reduces, or effects in any manner any hunting, fishing, trapping,

gathering, or water rights of the Tribe and its members.

Title VI: Nansemond Indian Tribe - (Sec. 603) Extends Federal recognition to the Nansemond Indian Tribe.



Provides that the service area of the Tribe shall be the cities of Chesapeake, Hampton, Newport News, Norfolk,

Portsmouth, Suffolk, and Virginia Beach, Virginia.

(Sec. 604) Requires the Tribe to: (1) submit its current membership roll to the Secretary within 18 months after this Act's

enactment; (2) determine qualification for inclusion on such roll in accordance with the membership clauses in its

governing document, and in consultation with the Secretary; and (3) ensure that the membership roll is maintained and

kept current.

Declares: (1) the governing documents of the Tribe in effect on the enactment of this Act to be the Tribe's interim

governing documents until they are modified in accordance with the documents; and (2) the governing body of the Tribe

to be the one in place as of this Act's enactment or any subsequent governing body elected in accordance with election

procedures specified in the governing documents.

(Sec. 607) Provides that, if the Tribe transfers any land acquired by the Tribe to the Secretary, the Secretary may take

the land into trust for the Tribe's benefit.

Subjects such lands to the same gaming prohibition specified in title I of this Act.

(Sec. 608) States that nothing in this title expands, reduces, or effects in any manner any hunting, fishing, trapping,

gathering, or water rights of the Tribe and its members.

Actions Timeline

May 6, 2004: Committee on Indian Affairs. Reported by Senator Campbell with amendments. With written report No.
108-259.
May 6, 2004: Committee on Indian Affairs. Reported by Senator Campbell with amendments. With written report No.
108-259.
May 6, 2004: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 500.
Oct 29, 2003: Committee on Indian Affairs. Ordered to be reported with an amendment favorably.
Jul 17, 2003: Introduced in Senate
Jul 17, 2003: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs.
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