
LegiList
Congress, Made Clear.

Bill Fact Sheet – June 20, 2026
https://legilist.com

Bill page: https://legilist.com/bill/108/hr/1396

HR 1396
Spectrum Commons and Digital Dividends Act of 2003

Congress: 108 (2003–2005, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Science, Technology, Communications
Introduced: Mar 20, 2003
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Telecommunications and the Internet.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Telecommunications and the Internet.  (Apr 10, 2003) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/108th-congress/house-bill/1396 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Markey, Edward J. [D-MA-7] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: MA   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (2 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Larson, John B. [D-CT-1] D · CT Mar 20, 2003

Rep. McCarthy, Karen [D-MO-5] D · MO Dec 8, 2003

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Commerce Committee House Referred to Apr 10, 2003

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Science, Technology, Communications

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Mar 20, 2003) 

Spectrum Commons and Digital Dividends Act of 2003 - Amends the Communications Act of 1934 to establish in the

Treasury the Digital Dividends Trust Fund to be used for: (1) human capital telecommunications investments; and (2)

broadband infrastructure investments for public access and rural technological development.

Amends the National Telecommunications and Information Administration Organization Act to make funds from such

Fund available to the Secretary of Commerce to carry out a: (1) Human Capital Telecommunications Investment

Program; and (2) Public Broadband Infrastructure Investments Program. Earmarks a specified amount of funds for the

latter program for converting public broadcasting facilities to digital technology.

Directs the Secretary to prepare, make publicly available, and submit to the President, Congress, and the Federal

Communications Commission (FCC) a report that: (1) designates two specified bands of frequencies for reallocation to

the public for unlicensed use; (2) designates bands of frequencies for reallocation for the provision of advanced wireless

services; and (3) establishes a plan for the relocation or modification of Federal stations currently occupying frequencies

located at 1710-1850 megahertz.

Requires the FCC to allocate some of the 1710-1850 megahertz frequencies for wireless services.

Authorizes the relocation of the operations of Federal entities from the frequencies reallocated to wireless services.

Establishes a Spectrum Relocation Trust Fund for relocation costs.

Requires a division of the proceeds from spectrum auctions for wireless services between the Relocated Federal Entities

Trust Fund and the Digital Dividends Trust Fund.

Actions Timeline

Apr 10, 2003: Referred to the Subcommittee on Telecommunications and the Internet.
Mar 20, 2003: Introduced in House
Mar 20, 2003: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR E545)
Mar 20, 2003: Referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce.
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