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HR 1389

Homeland Emergency Response Act of 2003

Congress: 108 (2003—-2005, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Emergency Management

Introduced: Mar 20, 2003

Current Status. Referred to the Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, and Homeland Security.

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, and Homeland Security. (May 5, 2003)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/108th-congress/house-bill/1389

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Crowley, Joseph [D-NY-7]
Party: Democratic + State: NY ¢ Chamber: House
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. Bell, Chris [D-TX-25]

Bishop, Timothy H. [D-NY-1]
Capuano, Michael E. [D-MA-8]
Emanuel, Rahm [D-IL-5]
Engel, Eliot L. [D-NY-17]
Fossella, Vito [R-NY-13]
Hinchey, Maurice D. [D-NY-22]
Houghton, Amo [R-NY-29]
King, Peter T. [R-NY-3]
Lowey, Nita M. [D-NY-18]
Maloney, Carolyn B. [D-NY-14]
McCarthy, Carolyn [D-NY-4]
Meeks, Gregory W. [D-NY-6]
Nadler, Jerrold [D-NY-8]
Owens, Major R. [D-NY-11]
Rangel, Charles B. [D-NY-15]
Towns, Edolphus [D-NY-10]
Waters, Maxine [D-CA-35]
Weiner, Anthony D. [D-NY-9]
Quinn, Jack [R-NY-27]
Brown-Waite, Ginny [R-FL-5]
Grijalva, Raul M. [D-AZ-7]
McHugh, John M. [R-NY-23]
Jackson-Lee, Sheila [D-TX-18]
Berman, Howard L. [D-CA-28]
Davis, Lincoln [D-TN-4]
McNulty, Michael R. [D-NY-21]
Woolsey, Lynn C. [D-CA-6]
Israel, Steve [D-NY-2]
Sanchez, Linda T. [D-CA-39]

Committee Activity

Committee

Homeland Security Committee
Judiciary Committee
Science, Space, and Technology Committee

Transportation and Infrastructure Committee
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Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action
108 S 315 Related bill Feb 5, 2003: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

108 HR 105 Related bill Jan 8, 2003: Referred to the Subcommittee on Economic Development, Public Buildings and Emergency
Management.

Summary (as of Mar 20, 2003)

Homeland Emergency Response Act of 2003 - Amends the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to revise the responsibilities
of the Office for Domestic Preparedness with respect to the preparedness of the United States for acts of terrorism,
including to: (1) establish and coordinate an integrated capability for Federal, State, and local governments and
emergency responders to plan for and address potential consequences of terrorism; (2) establish standards for a
national, interoperable emergency communications and warning system which allows for communications capability
between local and other first responders on all levels of government; and (3) evaluate equipment to be used by first
responders to respond to incidents of terrorism, including incidents involving weapons of mass destruction.

Directs the Secretary of Homeland Security to establish a program of assistance to States and certain local governments
to enhance the ability of State and local first responders to respond to incidents of terrorism, including incidents involving
weapons of mass destruction. Sets forth certain use and distribution requirements for such assistance.

Amends the Federal Fire Prevention and Control Act of 1974 to require the Director of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) to provide grants for counterterrorism activities of the fire departments in the five localities
of greatest vulnerability.

Amends the USA Patriot Act to set forth a formula for the allocation of appropriations that exceed stated minimum
amounts for grants to States to enhance State and local capability to prepare for and respond to terrorist acts. Authorizes
the use of such grants also to enhance security facilities and to support counterterrorism, intelligence, and security
activities (including personnel costs). Requires each State to distribute not less than 75 percent of grant amounts to local
jurisdictions.

Amends the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act to direct the President in instances where
one or more harmful substances are being, or have been, released in an area that has been declared a major disaster
area to carry out a program for the protection, assessment, monitoring, and study of the health and safety of first
responders in such area (including authorizing the monitoring and treatment of first responders at Ground Zero from the
attacks on New York City of September 11, 2001).
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Actions Timeline

e May 5, 2003: Referred to the Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, and Homeland Security.

e Mar 24, 2003: Referred to the Subcommittee on Emergency Preparedness and Response, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Chairman.

e Mar 21, 2003: Referred to the Subcommittee on Economic Development, Public Buildings and Emergency
Management.

e Mar 20, 2003: Introduced in House

e Mar 20, 2003: Introduced in House

e Mar 20, 2003: Referred to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, and in addition to the Committees on
Science, the Judiciary, and Homeland Security (Select), for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

e Mar 20, 2003: Referred to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, and in addition to the Committees on
Science, the Judiciary, and Homeland Security (Select), for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

e Mar 20, 2003: Referred to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, and in addition to the Committees on
Science, the Judiciary, and Homeland Security (Select), for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

e Mar 20, 2003: Referred to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, and in addition to the Committees on
Science, the Judiciary, and Homeland Security (Select), for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

e Mar 20, 2003: Referred to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, and in addition to the Committees on
Science, the Judiciary, and Homeland Security (Select), for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
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