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HR 1373
IDEA Parental Choice Act of 2003

Congress: 108 (2003–2005, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Education
Introduced: Mar 20, 2003
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Education Reform.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Education Reform.  (Apr 7, 2003) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/108th-congress/house-bill/1373 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. DeMint, Jim [R-SC-4] 
Party: Republican   •   State: SC   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (10 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Boehner, John A. [R-OH-8] R · OH Mar 20, 2003

Rep. Feeney, Tom [R-FL-24] R · FL Mar 20, 2003

Rep. Hoekstra, Peter [R-MI-2] R · MI Mar 20, 2003

Rep. Musgrave, Marilyn N. [R-CO-4] R · CO Mar 20, 2003

Rep. Isakson, Johnny [R-GA-6] R · GA Apr 3, 2003

Rep. Tiahrt, Todd [R-KS-4] R · KS Apr 3, 2003

Rep. Gillmor, Paul E. [R-OH-5] R · OH Apr 9, 2003

Rep. Doolittle, John T. [R-CA-4] R · CA Apr 30, 2003

Rep. Pitts, Joseph R. [R-PA-16] R · PA Apr 30, 2003

Rep. Tancredo, Thomas G. [R-CO-6] R · CO Apr 30, 2003

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Education and Workforce Committee House Referred to Apr 7, 2003

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Education

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Mar 20, 2003) 

IDEA Parental Choice Act of 2003 - Amends the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) to authorize use of

funds for parental school choice programs which may involve vouchers for private or public education for students with

disabilities.

Allows the use of certain research and innovation grant and contract funds to support planning, design, and

implementation of State programs that allow parents of children with disabilities a choice of an appropriate public or

private school (parental option program).

Allows any State with a statewide or local area parental option program that allows use of public funds to pay some or all

costs of attendance at a public or private school to supplement those public funds from its IDEA allocation, if the Federal

funds are distributed to parents who make a genuine independent choice as to the appropriate school for their child.

Provides that a State's allowing a parent to exercise this option fulfills the State's obligation to provide a free appropriate

public education with respect to the child with disabilities during the period in which the child is enrolled in the selected

school.

Authorizes use of IDEA funds for local educational agencies to support reasonable additional expenses for the

accommodation of students with disabilities who are eligible to receive supplemental education services, including

services from private or faith-based providers, because they attend underachieving schools designated for improvement.

Allows, at a State's discretion, students with disabilities up to age six, who meet certain criteria, to be included in IDEA

early intervention services programs (thus giving parents the choice to have their child continue with the same service

provider).

Actions Timeline

Apr 7, 2003: Referred to the Subcommittee on Education Reform.
Mar 20, 2003: Introduced in House
Mar 20, 2003: Introduced in House
Mar 20, 2003: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR E536)
Mar 20, 2003: Referred to the House Committee on Education and the Workforce.
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