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S 1238

Improving Women's Health Act of 2003

Congress: 108 (2003—-2005, Ended)
Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Health

Introduced: Jun 11, 2003

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance. (Jun 11, 2003)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/108th-congress/senate-hill/1238

Sponsor
Name: Sen. Lincoln, Blanche L. [D-AR]

Party: Democratic + State: AR ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (4 total)

Cosponsor

Sen. Cantwell, Maria [D-WA]
Sen. Landrieu, Mary L. [D-LA]
Sen. Murray, Patty [D-WA]
Sen. Bingaman, Jeff [D-NM]

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber

Finance Committee Senate

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:
Health

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.

Party / State Role

D

D
D
D

- WA
LA
- WA
-NM

Activity
Referred To

Date Joined

Jun 11, 2003
Jun 11, 2003
Jun 11, 2003
Jul 10, 2003

Date
Jun 11, 2003
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Summary (as of Jun 11, 2003)

Improving Women's Health Act of 2003 - Amends title XVIII (Medicare) of the Social Security Act (SSA) to: (1) add a
variety of preventive health benefits under Medicare, including therapy and counseling for cessation of tobacco use,
counseling for post-menopausal women, and screening for diminished visual acuity, and provide enhanced
reimbursement for others; (2) eliminate deductibles and coinsurance for existing preventive health benefits; and (3)
provide for coverage of substitute adult day services.

Amends SSA title XIX (Medicaid) and XXI (State Children's Health Insurance) (SCHIP) to give States the option to
expand or add coverage of certain pregnant women under Medicaid and SCHIP and to provide optional coverage of legal
immigrants under such programs.

Makes changes for promoting cessation of tobacco use under the Medicaid program, including removal of cost-sharing
for tobacco cessation counseling services for pregnant women, and under the Maternal and Child Health Services
program under SSA title V.

Gives States the option under Medicaid of: (1) providing family planning services and supplies to individuals with incomes
that do not exceed a State's income eligibility level for medical assistance; and (2) extending the postpartum period for
provision of family planning services and supplies.

Actions Timeline

e Jun 11, 2003: Introduced in Senate
e Jun 11, 2003: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S7728-7729)
e Jun 11, 2003: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.
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