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S 1133

Veterans Programs Improvement Act of 2003

Congress: 108 (2003—-2005, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Armed Forces and National Security

Introduced: May 22, 2003

Current Status: Committee on Veterans' Affairs. Hearings held.

Latest Action: Committee on Veterans' Affairs. Hearings held. (Jul 10, 2003)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/108th-congress/senate-bill/1133
Sponsor

Name: Sen. Specter, Arlen [R-PA]
Party: Republican < State: PA ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors
No cosponsors are listed for this bill.

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity

Veterans' Affairs Committee Senate Hearings By (full committee)

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Armed Forces and National Security

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.

Date
Jul 10, 2003
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Summary (as of May 22, 2003)

Veterans Programs Improvement Act of 2003 - Directs the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to increase, as of December 1,
2003, the rates of veterans' disability compensation, additional compensation for dependents, the clothing allowance for
certain disabled adult children, and dependency and indemnity compensation for surviving spouses and children.

Makes the effective date for the award of death pension the same as that for the award of death compensation or
dependency and indemnity compensation.

Excludes lump-sum insurance proceeds from income for purposes of eligibility for veterans' pensions.

Prohibits the payment of veterans' disability compensation for an alcohol- or drug-abuse related disability even if the the
alcohol or drug abuse is secondary to a service-connected disability.

Provides alternative beneficiaries for National Service Life Insurance and United States Government Life Insurance
proceeds when the first beneficiary does not make a claim.

Provides burial benefit eligibility for a veteran's surviving spouse who remarries following the veteran's death.
Makes permanent the authority for the State cemetery grants program.
Repeals the Department of Veterans Affairs Education Loan program.

Includes self-employment training under the Montgomery Gl Bill.

Actions Timeline

Jul 10, 2003: Committee on Veterans' Affairs. Hearings held.
May 22, 2003: Introduced in Senate
May 22, 2003: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S7031)

May 22, 2003: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs. (text of measure as introduced: CR
S7031-7033)
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