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S 1012
SOS Act of 2003

Congress: 108 (2003–2005, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Health
Introduced: May 7, 2003
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance. (text of measure as introduced: CR S5864-5871)
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance. (text of measure as introduced: CR S5864-5871) 
(May 7, 2003) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/108th-congress/senate-bill/1012 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Bingaman, Jeff [D-NM] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: NM   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (6 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Clinton, Hillary Rodham [D-NY] D · NY May 7, 2003

Sen. Corzine, Jon S. [D-NJ] D · NJ May 7, 2003

Sen. Dayton, Mark [D-MN] D · MN May 7, 2003

Sen. Johnson, Tim [D-SD] D · SD May 7, 2003

Sen. Kerry, John F. [D-MA] D · MA May 7, 2003

Sen. Lautenberg, Frank R. [D-NJ] D · NJ May 7, 2003

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Finance Committee Senate Referred To May 7, 2003

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Health

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

108 HR 2000 Identical bill May 20, 2003: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.
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Summary  (as of May 7, 2003) 

Strengthening Our States Act of 2003, or the SOS Act of 2003 - Amends title XIX (Medicaid) of the Social Security Act

(SSA) to: (1) provide for full Medicaid coverage of all premium and other cost-sharing expenses incurred with respect to

qualified Medicare beneficiaries under the Medicaid program (Medicare cost-sharing); (2) increase the scope of Medicare

cost-sharing assistance and the number of low-income Medicare beneficiaries eligible for Medicare cost- sharing

assistance for individuals who would be qualified Medicare beneficiaries but for the fact that their income exceeds

applicable levels; and (3) provide for a temporary increase in the Medicaid Federal medical assistance percentage

(FMAP).

Amends SSA title XX (Block Grants to States for Social Services) (SSBG) to make appropriations for additional

temporary grants for fiscal relief allotments to States.

Amends: (1) SSA title XIX to continue Medicaid disproportionate share hospital (DSH) allotment adjustments under the

Medicare, Medicaid, and SCHIP Benefits Improvement and Protection Act of 2000 and increase the floor for treatment as

an extremely low DSH State; and (2) SSA title XXI (State Children's Health Insurance Program) (SCHIP) to increase

State access to unspent SCHIP funds.

Amends SSA title XIX to: (1) make the Federal government fully responsible for the sums expended for emergency care

and services furnished to illegal aliens; (2) increase Federal responsibility for translation services for Medicaid and SCHIP

applicants and recipients; (3) increase Federal matching rates for certain services; (4) extend Medicaid coverage under

the Ticket to Work and Self-Sufficiency Program to spouses of participating disabled beneficiaries; and (5) provide for

optional coverage of community-based attendant services and supports.

Family Opportunity Act of 2003, or the Dylan Lee James Act - Amends SSA title XIX to give States the option of: (1)

allowing families of disabled children to purchase Medicaid coverage for such children; and (2) imposing income-related

premiums. Authorizes the Secretary of Health and Human Services to allow a State plan to pay for the cost of home or

community-based services equivalent to inpatient psychiatric hospital services for individuals under age 21.

Amends: (1) SSA title V (Maternal and Child Health Services) to provide for the development and support of family-to-

family health information centers; and (2) SSA title XIX to provide for the restoration of Medicaid eligibility for certain SSI

beneficiaries under SSA title XVI (Supplemental Security Income).

Revises requirements to allow uniform coverage of all low-income Americans, facilitate coverage of legal immigrants, and

permit specified flexibility in eligibility determinations.

Actions Timeline

May 7, 2003: Introduced in Senate
May 7, 2003: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S5862-5864)
May 7, 2003: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance. (text of measure as introduced: CR S5864-5871)
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