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S 1001

Women and Children in Conflict Protection Act of 2003

Congress: 108 (2003—-2005, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: International Affairs

Introduced: May 6, 2003

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. (text of measure as introduced: CR S5

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. (text of measure as introduced: CR
S5780-5784) (May 6, 2003)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/108th-congress/senate-bill/1001

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Biden, Joseph R., Jr. [D-DE]
Party: Democratic ¢ State: DE  Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (17 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Clinton, Hillary Rodham [D-NY] D - NY May 6, 2003
Sen. Dodd, Christopher J. [D-CT] D-CT May 6, 2003
Sen. Feinstein, Dianne [D-CA] D-CA May 6, 2003
Sen. Kerry, John F. [D-MA] D - MA May 6, 2003
Sen. McCain, John [R-AZ] R-AZ May 6, 2003
Sen. Mikulski, Barbara A. [D-MD] D -MD May 6, 2003
Sen. Bingaman, Jeff [D-NM] D -NM May 7, 2003
Sen. Landrieu, Mary L. [D-LA] D-LA May 8, 2003
Sen. Johnson, Tim [D-SD] D-SD May 14, 2003
Sen. Lautenberg, Frank R. [D-NJ] D-NJ May 19, 2003
Sen. Durbin, Richard J. [D-IL] D-IL Jun 16, 2003
Sen. Smith, Gordon H. [R-OR] R-OR Jun 16, 2003
Sen. Murray, Patty [D-WA] D-WA Jun 17, 2003
Sen. Feingold, Russell D. [D-WI] D - Wi Jun 26, 2003
Sen. Kennedy, Edward M. [D-MA] D-MA Jun 26, 2003
Sen. Sarbanes, Paul S. [D-MD] D -MD Jul 8, 2003
Sen. Boxer, Barbara [D-CA] D-CA Feb 23, 2004
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Foreign Relations Committee Senate Referred To May 6, 2003
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Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

International Affairs

Related Bills
Bill Relationship Last Action
108 HR 2536 Related bill Jun 19, 2003: Referred to the House Committee on International Relations.

Summary (as of May 6, 2003)

Women and Children in Conflict Protection Act of 2003 - Directs the Secretary of State to: (1) develop a strategy for the
protection of women and children who are affected by a complex humanitarian emergency (a situation occurring outside
the United States and caused by armed conflict, natural disaster, food shortage, or state-sponsored harassment or
persecution, which results in a significant number of refugees, internally displaced persons, or other civilians requiring
urgent basic humanitarian assistance) (emergency); and (2) designate coordinators to implement such strategy.

Requires such coordinators to: (1) maintain and disseminate a database of information on gender-based violence or
exploitation of children during an emergency; (2) assist embassies and consular posts in responding to such risks; and
(3) establish a gender-based violence or exploitation reporting and monitoring system for U.S. diplomatic missions and
consular posts.

Prohibits any State Department refugee or migration assistance from being provided to an organization that has failed to
adopt a code of conduct regarding the protection of beneficiaries of humanitarian assistance that incorporates six core
principles (established herein) against sexual exploitation and abuse as recommended by the Inter-Agency Standing
Committee. Requests all national, multilateral, and nongovernmental agencies to review and revise their administrative,
management, and employment practices in refugee and displaced persons camps.

Requires each coordinator to: (1) ensure that U.S.-funded organizations that respond to an emergency have the
necessary resources to address the specific health needs of women affected by the emergency; and (2) identify an
organization or individual to facilitate the coordination and implementation of such activities.

Directs the Secretary to urge the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees to work with nongovernmental
organizations to design and implement a model whistleblower system under which humanitarian workers, refugees, and
internally displaced persons can report instances of gender-based violence or exploitation of children.

Requires: (1) the State Department to work with certain entities to ensure that, in situations of long-term displacement,
refugees and internally displaced persons are granted work permits and other documentation to enable them to generate
legitimate income; and (2) a report from the Secretary on the development of protection initiatives for the prevention of
gender-based violence and exploitation of children.

Directs the Secretary to: (1) develop and implement programs to assist communities that have been affected by an
emergency and former combatants (women or children affiliated with an armed group); and (2) report on all current
programs to assist nations to reconstitute civilian police authority and capability following an emergency.

Amends the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 to authorize the President to provide assistance to promote the security of,
provide equal access to basic services for, and safeguard the human rights and dignity of civilian women and children
who are refugees, displaced persons, or inhabitants of areas affected by an emergency.
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Actions Timeline

e May 6, 2003: Introduced in Senate
e May 6, 2003: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S5779-5780)

e May 6, 2003: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. (text of measure as introduced: CR
S5780-5784)
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