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Access to Affordable Health Care Act

Congress: 108 (2003—-2005, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Health

Introduced: Jan 7, 2003

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance. (Jan 7, 2003)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/108th-congress/senate-bill/100

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Collins, Susan M. [R-ME]
Party: Republican < Statee ME ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (1 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role
Sen. Landrieu, Mary L. [D-LA] D LA

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity

Finance Committee Senate Referred To

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:
Health

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.

Date Joined
Jan 7, 2003

Date
Jan 7, 2003
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Summary (as of Jan 7, 2003)

Access to Affordable Health Care Act - Addresses health care access issues for small businesses, individuals and
families, and rural and underserved areas. Addresses issues of the health care safety net, long-term care, the promotion
of healthier lifestyles, and Medicare.

Targets small businesses through tax credits for employee health insurance expenses and grants for health insurance
purchasing groups, information dissemination, and access innovation.

Targets individuals and families through health insurance cost credits and full premium deductibility for the self-employed.
Renames the State Children's Health Insurance program as the FamilyCare program and revises the program, providing
coverage for certain parents and optional coverage of legal immigrants and children through age 20 under the program
and Medicaid. Revises restrictions, procedures, and allotments. Amends the Public Health Service Act to award State
grants for the creation of high risk pools.

Expresses the sense of the Senate that appropriations for consolidated health centers and the National Health Service
Corps under the Public Health Service Act should be doubled over the next five fiscal years.

Targets rural and underserved areas through revisions to the loan repayment and scholarship programs of the National
Health Service Corps.

Targets long-term care through Internal Revenue Code amendments concerning specified credits, deductions, and model
provisions.

Directs the Secretary of Health and Human Services to: (1) make grants to States for community partnership healthy
lifestyle activities and small business worksite wellness programs; (2) expand comprehensive school health education
programs; and (3) establish Medicare demonstration projects providing bonus payments for high-quality, low-cost
inpatient hospital or physician's services and clinical practitioners to hospitals serving beneficiaries in underserved areas.

Actions Timeline

e Jan 7, 2003: Introduced in Senate
e Jan 7, 2003: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S78-80)
e Jan 7, 2003: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.
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