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S 10
Health Care Coverage Expansion and Quality Improvement Act of 2003

Congress: 108 (2003–2005, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Health
Introduced: Jan 7, 2003
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.  (Jan 7, 2003) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/108th-congress/senate-bill/10 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Daschle, Thomas A. [D-SD] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: SD   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (22 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Akaka, Daniel K. [D-HI] D · HI Jan 7, 2003

Sen. Clinton, Hillary Rodham [D-NY] D · NY Jan 7, 2003

Sen. Corzine, Jon S. [D-NJ] D · NJ Jan 7, 2003

Sen. Dayton, Mark [D-MN] D · MN Jan 7, 2003

Sen. Durbin, Richard J. [D-IL] D · IL Jan 7, 2003

Sen. Johnson, Tim [D-SD] D · SD Jan 7, 2003

Sen. Kennedy, Edward M. [D-MA] D · MA Jan 7, 2003

Sen. Lautenberg, Frank R. [D-NJ] D · NJ Jan 7, 2003

Sen. Leahy, Patrick J. [D-VT] D · VT Jan 7, 2003

Sen. Levin, Carl [D-MI] D · MI Jan 7, 2003

Sen. Lieberman, Joseph I. [D-CT] D · CT Jan 7, 2003

Sen. Mikulski, Barbara A. [D-MD] D · MD Jan 7, 2003

Sen. Murray, Patty [D-WA] D · WA Jan 7, 2003

Sen. Pryor, Mark L. [D-AR] D · AR Jan 7, 2003

Sen. Reid, Harry [D-NV] D · NV Jan 7, 2003

Sen. Rockefeller, John D., IV [D-WV] D · WV Jan 7, 2003

Sen. Sarbanes, Paul S. [D-MD] D · MD Jan 7, 2003

Sen. Schumer, Charles E. [D-NY] D · NY Jan 7, 2003

Sen. Stabenow, Debbie [D-MI] D · MI Jan 7, 2003

Sen. Boxer, Barbara [D-CA] D · CA Jan 9, 2003

Sen. Dodd, Christopher J. [D-CT] D · CT Jan 9, 2003

Sen. Inouye, Daniel K. [D-HI] D · HI Feb 13, 2003
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Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Finance Committee Senate Referred To Jan 7, 2003

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Health

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.



Summary  (as of Jan 7, 2003) 

Health Care Coverage Expansion and Quality Improvement Act of 2003 - Requires a group health plan, and a health

insurance issuer that provides health insurance coverage, to conduct utilization review activities in connection with the

provision of benefits under such plan or coverage only in accordance with a utilization review program, as specified.

Directs the Secretary of Health and Human Services to establish the Health Care Consumer Assistance Fund, to be used

to award grants to eligible States to carry out consumer assistance activities designed to provide information, assistance,

and referrals to consumers of health insurance products.

Requires access to care, including non-network providers, timely access to specialty care, direct access to specialists in

obstetrics and gynecology, investigational drug and device coverage, coverage for patients in clinical trials, and the

inpatient period for breast cancer patients.

Prohibits restricting a health care professional's communications with a patient, discrimination against a provider solely

because of the provider's license or certification, improper incentives, and retaliation for patient advocacy, including by

providers. Requires prompt claims payment.

Delays the required submission date of a letter of credit by carriers administering Supplementary Medical Insurance.

Sets forth patient safety improvement provisions.

Amends the Employee Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 and the Public Health Service Act to prohibit certain

employee group health plans or related insurances providing both medical-surgical and mental health benefits from

imposing mental health treatment limitations or financial requirements unless comparable limitations and requirements

are imposed upon medical-surgical benefits.

Provides for the automatic enrollment in Title XXI (currently, the State Children's Health Insurance Program - renamed

the FamilyCare Program under this Act) of the Social Security Act of children born to title XXI parents.

Provides expanded Medicaid benefits for disabled children and for psychiatric care for individuals under age 21.

Amends Social Security Act provisions with respect to the welfare-to-work transition under the Medicaid program.

Authorizes the Secretary to award demonstration grants to a limited number of States to conduct innovative programs

designed to improve outreach to homeless individuals and families under specified programs for the homeless (including

Medicaid and FamilyCare) with respect to enrollment of such individuals and families and the provision of services under

such programs.

Amends the Indian Health Care Act to guarantee specified amounts of funding for Indian health care.

Actions Timeline

Jan 7, 2003: Introduced in Senate
Jan 7, 2003: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR 1/9/2003 S134)
Jan 7, 2003: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.
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