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HR 907

Airline Competition and Passenger Rights Act of 2001

Congress: 107 (2001—-2003, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Transportation and Public Works

Introduced: Mar 7, 2001

Current Status. Referred to the Subcommittee on Aviation.

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Aviation. (Mar 8, 2001)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/107th-congress/house-bill/907

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Dingell, John D. [D-MI-16]
Party: Democratic « State: Ml ¢ Chamber: House

Cosponsors (3 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Rep. Maloney, Carolyn B. [D-NY-14] D - NY Mar 21, 2001
Rep. Kanjorski, Paul E. [D-PA-11] D-PA Mar 27, 2001
Rep. Larson, John B. [D-CT-1] D-CT Apr 3, 2001

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Transportation and Infrastructure Committee House Referred to Mar 8, 2001

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Transportation and Public Works

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action
107 HR 1734 Related bill May 4, 2001: Referred to the Subcommittee on Aviation.
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Summary (as of Mar 7, 2001)

Airline Competition and Passenger Rights Act of 2001 - Amends Federal aviation law to require the Secretary of
Transportation to consider whether a foreign air carrier has engaged in any unfair or deceptive practice or unfair method
of competition in air transportation or the sale of air transportation in the preceding five years before issuing a certificate
authorizing such carrier to provide foreign air transportation.

Revises provisions prohibiting an air carrier, foreign air carrier, or ticket agent from engaging in unfair or deceptive
practices or unfair methods of competition in air transportation or the sale of air transportation. Extends such prohibition
to any major air carrier that prohibits, limits, or otherwise restricts a code share partner from entering into a code share
agreement with another air carrier or foreign air carrier.

Prescribes a maximum civil penalty for engaging in unfair methods of competition.

Authorizes an air carrier to transfer a slot (take-off and landing rights at an airport) to another air carrier only upon
approval of the Secretary.

Directs the Secretary to investigate each hub airport (that has at least .25 percent of the total annual boardings in the
United States) to determine whether, in the preceding five years, a dominant air carrier (that accounts for more than 40
percent of the total annual passenger boardings) at such airport has: (1) charged higher than average fares for interstate
air transportation to or from such airport; (2) engaged in an unfair method of competition in response to a new entrant air
carrier (that accounts for less than ten percent of the total annual boardings) at such airport; or (3) limited competition by
a new entrant air carrier at the airport by restricting access of the new entrant to gates, slots, or other essential facilities at
such airport on reasonable and competitive terms. Authorizes the Secretary, upon an affirmative determination, to order
such carrier to increase opportunities for competition at such airport.

Requires the Secretary, upon a determination that an air carrier is a dominant air carrier (that has at least 20 percent of
the annual passenger boardings) at an airport, to: (1) issue an order requiring the airport operator to reallocate ten
percent of the airport gates and facilities leased to a dominant air carrier to new entrant air carriers; and (2) if the airport is
a high density airport, reallocate 20 percent of the slots of the dominant air carrier to new entrant air carriers. Directs the
Secretary to withhold five percent (ten percent in subsequent years) of an airport's apportionment of airport planning and
development funds for noncompliance with such requirements.

Prohibits any action of an air carrier or foreign air carrier that fails to: (1) inform the consumer of the lowest available fare;
(2) provide the consumer with full access to all available fares; or (3) inform the consumer about a flight segment that
was, at least 40 percent of the time, either canceled or delayed by 30 minutes or more past its scheduled arrival time.

Prohibits any air carrier or foreign air carrier action that: (1) prohibits a person from only using a portion of the purchased
air transportation; or (2) assesses an additional fee on such person or any ticket agent.

Prohibits any air carrier or foreign air carrier action that fails, in the case of a termination, cancellation, nonrenewal, or
substantial change in the competitive circumstances of the appointment of a ticket agent, to provide the ticket agent with
prior notice of such action (except in cases of insolvency).

Sets forth provisions: (1) requiring air carriers to ensure access to necessary services and conditions, including water,
restroom facilities, and the ability to deplane for all passengers; (2) prohibiting air carriers from preventing or hindering
passengers from exiting an aircraft; (3) requiring air carriers to provide passengers with explanations for any delay,
cancellation, or diversion of a flight segment (including prohibiting false or misleading explanations); (4) making air



carriers liable to passengers for excessive departure or arrival delays of the aircraft; and (5) requiring air carriers to
provide specific remedies for overbooked flights.

Actions Timeline

e Mar 8, 2001: Referred to the Subcommittee on Aviation.

Mar 7, 2001: Introduced in House

Mar 7, 2001: Introduced in House

Mar 7, 2001: Referred to the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure.
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