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S761

Native American Telecommunications Improvement and Value Enhancement Act
Congress: 107 (2001—-2003, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Native Americans

Introduced: Apr 24, 2001

Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. (Apr 24, 2001)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/107th-congress/senate-bill/761

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Baucus, Max [D-MT]
Party: Democratic ¢ State: MT ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (6 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role
Sen. Bingaman, Jeff [D-NM] D -NM

Sen. Daschle, Thomas A. [D-SD] D .-SD

Sen. Inouye, Daniel K. [D-HI] D - HI

Sen. Johnson, Tim [D-SD] D-sSD

Sen. Wellstone, Paul D. [D-MN] D - MN

Sen. Murray, Patty [D-WA] D WA

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity

Indian Affairs Committee Senate Referred To

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Native Americans

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.

Date Joined

Apr 24, 2001
Apr 24, 2001
Apr 24, 2001
Apr 24, 2001
Jul 20, 2001
Sep 4, 2002

Date
Apr 24, 2001
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Summary (as of Apr 24, 2001)

Native American Telecommunications Improvement and Value Enhancement Act - Amends the Rural Electrification Act
of 1936 to direct the Secretary of Agriculture to establish a program to make loans to eligible Indian tribes, or tribal
entities that have entered into a partnership with a telecommunications carrier, to enable such tribes to provide for the
development of telecommunications infrastructure (wireline or wireless) on lands under their jurisdiction. Outlines tribal
eligibility requirements, including submission of a telecommunications plan.

Establishes in the Treasury the Native American Telecommunications Improvement Revolving Fund to make loans and
award grants to eligible tribes. Limits loan interest rates dependent upon tribal per capita income.

Directs the Secretary to award grants to enable tribes to conduct feasibility studies with respect to telecommunications
projects. Limits grants to $200,000.

Terminates the program on the earlier of: (1) ten years after the first loan is made; or (2) the date on which the Secretary
determines that the telecommunications penetration rate is at least 90 percent of all households on reservation lands.

Actions Timeline

e Apr 24,2001: Introduced in Senate
e Apr 24, 2001: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs.
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