LegiList
Congress, Made Clear.
Bill Fact Sheet — December 5, 2025
https://legilist.com
Bill page: https://legilist.com/bill/107/s/578

S578

Airline Merger Moratorium Act

Congress: 107 (2001—-2003, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Transportation and Public Works

Introduced: Mar 20, 2001

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. (Mar 20, 2001)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/107th-congress/senate-bill/578

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Dorgan, Byron L. [D-ND]
Party: Democratic ¢ State: ND ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors
No cosponsors are listed for this bill.

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee Senate Referred To Mar 20, 2001

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Transportation and Public Works

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Mar 20, 2001)

Airline Merger Moratorium Act - Prohibits, for a specified two-year period, a major air carrier from acquiring directly or
indirectly any voting securities or assets of any other air carrier that would result in its having control of the other air
carrier (or its assets), or from being merged with another air carrier in any other form of transaction, if such merger results
in the air carrier's having ten percent or more of all enplanements in the United States. Deems such acquisition or merger
an unfair method of competition for purposes of an investigation by the Secretary of Transportation into whether an air
carrier, foreign air carrier, or ticket agent has been or is engaged in an unfair or deceptive practice or an unfair method of
competition in air transportation.

Prohibits the Secretary, during such period, from: (1) issuing any new operating authority (domestic and international
operating certificates, or slots or slot exemptions (landing and take-off rights)),or making or permitting any changes in
such authorities, that relates to, or is in connection with, a major air carrier's acquisition of, or merger with, another air
carrier; and (2) approving any changes to an international alliance or code-sharing arrangement of a major air carrier that
relates to such acquisition or merger. Prohibits the taking effect during such period of any joint venture agreement
between two or more major air carriers with regard to code-sharing, blocked-space arrangements, long-term wet leases
of a substantial number of aircraft, or frequent flyer programs, or any other cooperative working arrangement between
two or more major air carriers that affects more than 15 percent of the total number of available seat miles offered by
major air carriers. Sets forth specified exceptions to such prohibitions.

Directs the Secretary to study and report to Congress on the impact that consolidations and mergers in the airline
industry have had on consumers in the areas of price, competition within markets, levels of service, and the availability of
flights in rural communities.

Actions Timeline

Mar 20, 2001: Introduced in Senate

Mar 20, 2001: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S2592)

Mar 20, 2001: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.
Feb 14, 2001: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S1371-1372)
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