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HR 5489
Great Plains Grasslands Wilderness Act

Congress: 107 (2001–2003, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Public Lands and Natural Resources
Introduced: Sep 26, 2002
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on National Parks, Recreation and Public Lands.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on National Parks, Recreation and Public Lands.  (Oct 3, 2002) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/107th-congress/house-bill/5489 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Pallone, Frank, Jr. [D-NJ-6] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: NJ   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (1 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Honda, Michael M. [D-CA-15] D · CA Nov 14, 2002

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Natural Resources Committee House Referred to Oct 3, 2002

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Public Lands and Natural Resources

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Sep 26, 2002) 

Great Plains Grasslands Wilderness Act - Establishes the Great Plains Historic Grassland Wilderness Area (the "Area")

in North Dakota, South Dakota, and Wyoming, to be managed (with certain exceptions) by the Secretary of Agriculture.

Allows the Indian tribe located on a reservation nearest to a grassland that is in the Area to assist in the management of

the grassland. Declares that grasslands located within the boundaries of a reservation shall be under the total control of

that reservation.

Withdraws, subject to existing rights and treaties with Native American tribes, all Federal lands within the Area from

provisions in certain laws, including from the operation of the mineral leasing laws and all forms of entry, appropriation, or

disposal under the public land laws.

Directs the Secretary to maintain or restore fish and wildlife populations and their habitats. Provides for the reintroduction

of noncommerical American bison into the Area, and forbids hunting of such bison. Prohibits grazing by cattle, sheep, or

other commercialized animals in the Area.

Protects tribal rights, and directs the Secretary to permit access for tribes to the Area for traditional cultural and

ceremonial purposes.

Directs that a study of certain rivers be conducted to ensure that wildlife in the Area have access to clean drinking water.

Establishes within the Department of the Interior the Office of Native American Wilderness Management. Requires the

Director of such Office to coordinate programs that provide assistance to eligible tribal governments in their management

of natural environments. Requires the Director to initiate a two-year study of the Area by Indian tribes with the aim of

discovering how to restore the grasslands in the Area to their original, natural states as closely as possible.

Actions Timeline

Oct 3, 2002: Referred to the Subcommittee on National Parks, Recreation and Public Lands.
Sep 30, 2002: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR E1702)
Sep 26, 2002: Introduced in House
Sep 26, 2002: Referred to the House Committee on Resources.
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