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HR 4742
Space Exploration Act of 2002

Congress: 107 (2001–2003, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Science, Technology, Communications
Introduced: May 15, 2002
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Space and Aeronautics.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Space and Aeronautics.  (May 20, 2002) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/107th-congress/house-bill/4742 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Lampson, Nick [D-TX-9] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: TX   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (15 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Bentsen, Ken [D-TX-25] D · TX May 15, 2002

Rep. Carson, Brad [D-OK-2] D · OK May 15, 2002

Rep. Frost, Martin [D-TX-24] D · TX May 15, 2002

Rep. Green, Gene [D-TX-29] D · TX May 15, 2002

Rep. Hall, Ralph M. [D-TX-4] D · TX May 15, 2002

Rep. Jackson-Lee, Sheila [D-TX-18] D · TX May 15, 2002

Rep. Smith, Lamar [R-TX-21] R · TX May 15, 2002

Rep. Johnson, Eddie Bernice [D-TX-30] D · TX May 22, 2002

Rep. English, Phil [R-PA-21] R · PA Jun 13, 2002

Rep. Owens, Major R. [D-NY-11] D · NY Jun 13, 2002

Rep. Weldon, Curt [R-PA-7] R · PA Jun 13, 2002

Rep. Rodriguez, Ciro D. [D-TX-28] D · TX Jun 19, 2002

Del. Underwood, Robert A. [D-GU-At Large] D · GU Jun 27, 2002

Rep. Hoyer, Steny H. [D-MD-5] D · MD Jul 18, 2002

Rep. Farr, Sam [D-CA-17] D · CA Sep 9, 2002

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Science, Space, and Technology Committee House Referred to May 20, 2002

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Science, Technology, Communications
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Related Bills

No related bills are listed.

Summary  (as of May 15, 2002) 

Space Exploration Act of 2002 - Requires the Administrator of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration

(NASA) to set forth as goals for the future activities of NASA's human space flight program, the development and flight

demonstration, within 8, 10, 15, and 20 years, respectively, of a reusable space vehicle capable of carrying humans

between: (1) low Earth orbit and Earth-Sun and Earth-Moon libration points; (2) low Earth orbit and an Earth-orbit

crossing asteroid; (3) lunar orbit and the surface of the moon, as well as deployment of a human-tended facility on the

lunar surface; and (4) low Earth orbit and Martian orbit and between Martian orbit and the surface of Mars, as well as

deployment of a human-tended facility on the surface of a Martian moon.

Requires the Administrator to establish: (1) an Office of Exploration to be responsible for planning, budgeting, and

managing activities undertaken by NASA to accomplish these goals; (2) a process for conducting competitions for

innovative, cost-effective mission concepts to accomplish the goals; and (3) an independent panel to conduct a merit-

based competitive review of the proposals submitted under each competition and to submit a rank-ordered evaluation of

such proposals to the Administrator.

Requires the Administrator to provide to the Committee on Science of the House of Representatives and to the

Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate for each competitively selected proposal its

implementation plan and the results of an independent external review of the initial proposal and of each annually

updated implementation plan.

Actions Timeline

May 20, 2002: Referred to the Subcommittee on Space and Aeronautics.
May 15, 2002: Introduced in House
May 15, 2002: Introduced in House
May 15, 2002: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR E813)
May 15, 2002: Referred to the House Committee on Science.
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