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HR 3645

Veterans Health Care and Procurement Improvement Act of 2002

Congress: 107 (2001—-2003, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Armed Forces and National Security

Introduced: Jan 29, 2002

Current Status. Received in the Senate and Read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs.

Latest Action: Received in the Senate and Read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs. (Jul 23, 2002)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/107th-congress/house-bill/3645

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Evans, Lane [D-IL-17]
Party: Democratic « State: IL ¢ Chamber: House

Cosponsors (21 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Rep. Brown, Corrine [D-FL-3] D-FL Jan 29, 2002
Rep. Carson, Julia [D-IN-10] D-IN Jan 29, 2002
Rep. Dingell, John D. [D-MI-16] D - Ml Jan 29, 2002
Rep. Filner, Bob [D-CA-50] D-CA Jan 29, 2002
Rep. Gutierrez, Luis V. [D-IL-4] D-IL Jan 29, 2002
Rep. Jones, Stephanie Tubbs [D-OH-11] D-OH Jan 29, 2002
Rep. Kaptur, Marcy [D-OH-9] D-OH Jan 29, 2002
Rep. Lynch, Stephen F. [D-MA-9] D - MA Jan 29, 2002
Rep. Reyes, Silvestre [D-TX-16] D-TX Jan 29, 2002
Rep. Sanders, Bernard [I-VT-At Large] |- VT Jan 29, 2002
Rep. Brown, Sherrod [D-OH-13] D-OH Feb 5, 2002
Rep. Mink, Patsy T. [D-HI-2] D - HI Feb 5, 2002
Rep. Kildee, Dale E. [D-MI-9] D - Ml Feb 13, 2002
Rep. Foley, Mark [R-FL-16] R-FL Feb 26, 2002
Rep. McKeon, Howard P. "Buck" [R-CA-25] R-CA Jul 17, 2002
Rep. Smith, Christopher H. [R-NJ-4] R -NJ Jul 17, 2002
Rep. Udall, Tom [D-NM-3] D - NM Jul 17, 2002
Rep. Berkley, Shelley [D-NV-1] D - NV Jul 18, 2002
Rep. Pickering, Charles W. "Chip" [R-MS-3] R -MS Jul 18, 2002
Rep. Rodriguez, Ciro D. [D-TX-28] D-TX Jul 18, 2002
Rep. Shows, Ronnie [D-MS-4] D-MS Jul 18, 2002
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Committee Activity

Committee Chamber
Veterans' Affairs Committee House
Veterans' Affairs Committee Senate

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Armed Forces and National Security

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.

Activity
Reported by
Referred To

Date
Jul 12, 2002
Jul 23, 2002



Summary (as of Jul 22, 2002)

Veterans Health Care and Procurement Improvement Act of 2002 - Requires any procurement of a health-care item by
the Department of Veterans Affairs to be made through the use of a Federal Supply Schedule (Schedule) contract or
national contract that meets specified requirements, including the presence of pre-award and post-award audit clauses
and a price reduction clause. Provides exceptions for a procurement that is: (1) necessary to meet a medical emergency
at a medical center; (2) for a health-care item not listed in such contracts; (3) for a specialized item; (4) part of an
approved sharing agreement between the Department and the Department of Defense; or (5) supporting a contract or
subcontract with a small business qualifying for a procurement preference program under the Small Business Act.

Requires, in the case of an emergency Department procurement of a health-care item, that the quantity procured not
exceed that reasonably necessary to meet the emergency at the medical center concerned.

Requires such procurement procedures to: (1) maximize health-care item variety and the use of the Schedule; and (2) be
reviewed by the Advisory Committee on Prosthetics and Special-Disabilities Programs.

Directs the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to establish: (1) annual goals for Department medical centers for the purchase
of health-care items using the above contracts; and (2) goals for procurements from small businesses qualifying for a
procurement preference program. Directs the Secretary to report annually to the veterans' committees on the
procurement of health-care items. Requires the Advisory Committee to comment on each such report.

(Sec. 4) Revises the authority of the Secretary to enter into enhanced-use leases of Department real property to: (1)
allow any Department Under Secretary (currently, only the Under Secretary for Health) to propose a business plan for
such use; (2) allow the consideration provided under such a lease to be used for any Department programs and activities
(currently, only for the provision of medical care and services); (3) require the Secretary to notify the veterans'
committees and the public before conducting a hearing on a proposed lease; (4) allow such a lease to be entered into 45
(currently 90) days after such notice; (5) require a cost-benefit analysis of each proposed lease; (6) terminate a current
report requirement; (7) terminate the requirement that the Secretary request the Administrator of General Services to
dispose of leased property (thus giving the Secretary sole disposition authority); (8) reduce from 90 to 45 days the
required prior congressional notification before such a disposition; and (9) allow the Secretary to use lease proceeds to
reimburse applicable Department appropriations for expenses incurred in the development of additional enhanced-use
leases.

(Sec. 5) Requires (current law authorizes) the Secretary to furnish hospital and nursing home care and medical services,
on the same basis as provided to veterans, to a Commonwealth Army veteran or new Philippine Scout who resides in the
United States as a citizen or lawfully admitted alien, provided that the Secretary first certifies that sufficient resources are
available at the facilities at which the majority of such veterans or Scouts would receive such care and services.

(Sec. 6) Requires the Secretary to furnish outpatient dental services and treatment for all former prisoners of war
(currently only for those detained at least 90 days).

(Sec. 7) Requires additional information within annual reports from each research corporation performing research for the
Department, including a description of each project or activity and the amount of funds used during the year. Requires
any audit report to specifically state whether the audited corporation made any payment or provided any travel to a
member of its board of directors and, if so, the amount and recipient. Requires the Department's Inspector General to
review a specified amount of all research corporation audits. Requires annual reports from the Secretary to the veterans'
committees on such corporations to be based on annual corporation reports. Extends through 2006 the authority to



establish such corporations.

(Sec. 8) Allows the Secretary to authorize the Secretary of Defense to make purchases through the Department's
revolving supply fund in the same manner as activities of the Department (requiring reimbursement).

(Sec. 9) Designates the Department outpatient clinic in New London, Connecticut, as the John J. McGuirk Department of
Veterans Affairs Outpatient Clinic.

Actions Timeline

e Jul 23, 2002: Received in the Senate and Read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs.
e Jul 22, 2002: Reported (Amended) by the Committee on Veterans' Affairs. H. Rept. 107-600.

e Jul 22, 2002: Reported (Amended) by the Committee on Veterans' Affairs. H. Rept. 107-600.

e Jul 22, 2002: Placed on the Union Calendar, Calendar No. 362.

e Jul 22, 2002: Mr. Moran (KS) moved to suspend the rules and pass the bill, as amended.

e Jul 22, 2002: Considered under suspension of the rules. (consideration: CR H5008-5013)

e Jul 22, 2002: DEBATE - The House proceeded with forty minutes of debate on H.R. 3645.

e Jul 22, 2002: Passed/agreed to in House: On motion to suspend the rules and pass the bill, as amended Agreed to by
voice vote.(text: CR H5008-5011)

e Jul 22, 2002: On motion to suspend the rules and pass the bill, as amended Agreed to by voice vote. (text: CR H5008-
5011)

e Jul 22, 2002: Motion to reconsider laid on the table Agreed to without objection.
e Jul 16, 2002: Committee Consideration and Mark-up Session Held.

e Jul 16, 2002: Ordered to be Reported (Amended) by Voice Vote.

e Jul 12, 2002: Subcommittee Consideration and Mark-up Session Held.

e Jul 12, 2002: Forwarded by Subcommittee to Full Committee (Amended).
e Jun 26, 2002: Subcommittee Hearings Held.

e Mar 22, 2002: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.

e Jan 29, 2002: Introduced in House

e Jan 29, 2002: Introduced in House

e Jan 29, 2002: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR E43-44)

e Jan 29, 2002: Referred to the House Committee on Veterans' Affairs.
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