LegiList

Congress, Made Clear.

Bill Fact Sheet — December 5, 2025
https://legilist.com
Bill page: https://legilist.com/bill/107/hr/3255

HR 3255
Bioterrorism Protection Act (BioPAct) of 2001

Congress: 107 (2001—-2003, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Crime and Law Enforcement

Introduced: Nov 8, 2001

Current Status. Executive Comment Requested from DOD, DOE.

Latest Action: Executive Comment Requested from DOD, DOE. (Dec 6, 2001)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/107th-congress/house-bill/3255

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Menendez, Robert [D-NJ-13]
Party: Democratic * State: NJ ¢ Chamber: Senate
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Cosponsors (140 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Del. Christensen, Donna M. [D-VI-At Large] D - VI Nov 8, 2001
Rep. Allen, Thomas H. [D-ME-1] D -ME Nov 8, 2001
Rep. Baca, Joe [D-CA-42] D:-CA Nov 8, 2001
Rep. Baird, Brian [D-WA-3] D WA Nov 8, 2001
Rep. Bentsen, Ken [D-TX-25] D-TX Nov 8, 2001
Rep. Berkley, Shelley [D-NV-1] D - NV Nov 8, 2001
Rep. Bishop, Sanford D., Jr. [D-GA-2] D -GA Nov 8, 2001
Rep. Blumenauer, Earl [D-OR-3] D:OR Nov 8, 2001
Rep. Borski, Robert A. [D-PA-3] D - PA Nov 8, 2001
Rep. Capps, Lois [D-CA-22] D-CA Nov 8, 2001
Rep. Cardin, Benjamin L. [D-MD-3] D -MD Nov 8, 2001
Rep. Carson, Brad [D-OK-2] D -OK Nov 8, 2001
Rep. Conyers, John, Jr. [D-MI-14] D - Ml Nov 8, 2001
Rep. Costello, Jerry F. [D-IL-12] D-IL Nov 8, 2001
Rep. Crowley, Joseph [D-NY-7] D - NY Nov 8, 2001
Rep. Davis, Danny K. [D-IL-7] D-IL Nov 8, 2001
Rep. Davis, Jim [D-FL-11] D-FL Nov 8, 2001
Rep. DeFazio, Peter A. [D-OR-4] D -OR Nov 8, 2001
Rep. Delahunt, William D. [D-MA-10] D - MA Nov 8, 2001
Rep. DelLauro, Rosa L. [D-CT-3] D-CT Nov 8, 2001
Rep. Deutsch, Peter [D-FL-20] D-FL Nov 8, 2001
Rep. Dingell, John D. [D-MI-16] D - Ml Nov 8, 2001
Rep. Doyle, Michael F. [D-PA-18] D-PA Nov 8, 2001
Rep. Edwards, Chet [D-TX-11] D-TX Nov 8, 2001
Rep. Engel, Eliot L. [D-NY-17] D - NY Nov 8, 2001
Rep. Eshoo, Anna G. [D-CA-14] D-CA Nov 8, 2001
Rep. Etheridge, Bob [D-NC-2] D:-NC Nov 8, 2001
Rep. Farr, Sam [D-CA-17] D:-CA Nov 8, 2001
Rep. Filner, Bob [D-CA-50] D:-CA Nov 8, 2001
Rep. Frost, Martin [D-TX-24] D-TX Nov 8, 2001
Rep. Gephardt, Richard A. [D-MO-3] D - MO Nov 8, 2001
Rep. Gonzalez, Charles A. [D-TX-20] D-TX Nov 8, 2001
Rep. Gordon, Bart [D-TN-6] D-TN Nov 8, 2001
Rep. Green, Gene [D-TX-29] D-TX Nov 8, 2001
Rep. Harman, Jane [D-CA-36] D-CA Nov 8, 2001
Rep. Hinojosa, Ruben [D-TX-15] D -TX Nov 8, 2001
Rep. Hoeffel, Joseph M. [D-PA-13] D PA Nov 8, 2001
Rep. Holden, Tim [D-PA-6] D - PA Nov 8, 2001
Rep. Holt, Rush [D-NJ-12] D-NJ Nov 8, 2001
Rep. Honda, Michael M. [D-CA-15] D-CA Nov 8, 2001
Rep. Israel, Steve [D-NY-2] D - NY Nov 8, 2001
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Jackson-Lee, Sheila [D-TX-18]
John, Christopher [D-LA-7]

Johnson, Eddie Bernice [D-TX-30]

Kaptur, Marcy [D-OH-9]
Kildee, Dale E. [D-MI-9]

Kind, Ron [D-WI-3]

Langevin, James R. [D-RI-2]
Lantos, Tom [D-CA-12]
Larsen, Rick [D-WA-2]

Larson, John B. [D-CT-1]

Lee, Barbara [D-CA-9]

Lowey, Nita M. [D-NY-18]
Luther, Bill [D-MN-6]

Maloney, Carolyn B. [D-NY-14]
Maloney, James H. [D-CT-5]
McCarthy, Carolyn [D-NY-4]
McCarthy, Karen [D-MO-5]
McCollum, Betty [D-MN-4]
Mclintyre, Mike [D-NC-7]
Meeks, Gregory W. [D-NY-6]
Miller, George [D-CA-7]
Moore, Dennis [D-KS-3]
Oberstar, James L. [D-MN-8]
Olver, John W. [D-MA-1]

Ortiz, Solomon P. [D-TX-27]
Owens, Major R. [D-NY-11]
Pallone, Frank, Jr. [D-NJ-6]
Pascrell, Bill, Jr. [D-NJ-8]
Pelosi, Nancy [D-CA-8]
Phelps, David D. [D-IL-19]
Pomeroy, Earl [D-ND-At Large]
Price, David E. [D-NC-4]
Reyes, Silvestre [D-TX-16]
Rivers, Lynn N. [D-MI-13]
Rodriguez, Ciro D. [D-TX-28]
Ross, Mike [D-AR-4]

Rothman, Steven R. [D-NJ-9]
Roybal-Allard, Lucille [D-CA-33]
Sandlin, Max [D-TX-1]
Sawyer, Tom [D-OH-14]
Schakowsky, Janice D. [D-IL-9]
Schiff, Adam B. [D-CA-27]
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Cosponsor

Rep. Scott, Robert C. "Bobby" [D-VA-3]
Rep. Sherman, Brad [D-CA-24]

Rep. Skelton, ke [D-MO-4]

Rep. Slaughter, Louise McIntosh [D-NY-28]
Rep. Snyder, Vic [D-AR-2]

Rep. Solis, Hilda L. [D-CA-31]

Rep. Strickland, Ted [D-OH-6]

Rep. Stupak, Bart [D-MI-1]

Rep. Tauscher, Ellen O. [D-CA-10]
Rep. Thompson, Mike [D-CA-1]

Rep. Thurman, Karen L. [D-FL-5]

Rep. Tierney, John F. [D-MA-6]

Rep. Towns, Edolphus [D-NY-10]

Rep. Turner, Jim [D-TX-2]

Rep. Udall, Mark [D-CO-2]

Rep. Udall, Tom [D-NM-3]

Rep. Velazquez, Nydia M. [D-NY-12]
Rep. Woolsey, Lynn C. [D-CA-6]

Rep. Wynn, Albert Russell [D-MD-4]
Resident Commissioner Acevedo-Vila, Anibal [D-PR-At Large]
Del. Underwood, Robert A. [D-GU-At Large]
Rep. Baldacci, John Elias [D-ME-2]
Rep. Baldwin, Tammy [D-WI-2]

Rep. Becerra, Xavier [D-CA-30]

Rep. Berman, Howard L. [D-CA-26]
Rep. Bonior, David E. [D-MI-10]

Rep. Clayton, Eva M. [D-NC-1]

Rep. Davis, Susan A. [D-CA-49]

Rep. Evans, Lane [D-IL-17]

Rep. Fattah, Chaka [D-PA-2]

Rep. Ford, Harold E., Jr. [D-TN-9]

Rep. Hastings, Alcee L. [D-FL-23]

Rep. Inslee, Jay [D-WA-1]

Rep. Kilpatrick, Carolyn C. [D-MI-15]
Rep. Kucinich, Dennis J. [D-OH-10]
Rep. Levin, Sander M. [D-MI-12]

Rep. McGovern, James P. [D-MA-3]
Rep. Millender-McDonald, Juanita [D-CA-37]
Rep. Pastor, Ed [D-AZ-2]

Rep. Smith, Adam [D-WA-9]

Rep. Spratt, John M., Jr. [D-SC-5]

Rep. Watt, Melvin L. [D-NC-12]
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Cosponsor

Rep. Abercrombie, Neil [D-HI-1]
Rep. Cummings, Elijah E. [D-MD-7]
Rep. DeGette, Diana [D-CO-1]

Rep. Frank, Barney [D-MA-4]

Rep. Hoyer, Steny H. [D-MD-5]

Rep. Jackson, Jesse L., Jr. [D-IL-2]
Rep. McDermott, Jim [D-WA-7]

Rep. McKinney, Cynthia A. [D-GA-4]
Rep. McNulty, Michael R. [D-NY-21]
Rep. Mink, Patsy T. [D-HI-2]

Rep. Napolitano, Grace F. [D-CA-34]
Rep. Lampson, Nick [D-TX-9]

Rep. Matsui, Robert T. [D-CA-5]
Rep. Watson, Diane E. [D-CA-32]
Rep. Andrews, Robert E. [D-NJ-1]

Committee Activity

Committee

Agriculture Committee

Armed Services Committee

Energy and Commerce Committee

Foreign Affairs Committee

Intelligence (Permanent Select) Committee
Judiciary Committee

Science, Space, and Technology Committee
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee

Ways and Means Committee

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Crime and Law Enforcement

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Date
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Summary (as of Nov 8, 2001)

Bioterrorism Protection Act (BioPAct) of 2001 - Amends the Public Health Service Act to provide for grants, scholarships,
and loans in order to strengthen the nursing profession. Establishes the National Nursing Service Corps Scholarship
Program.

Authorizes appropriations to: (1) increase hospital and provider capacity, training, and resources for treating bioterrorism
victims; (2) increase and improve vaccine and antibiotic supplies for attack victims; and (3) provide for the coordination,
training, and equipping of bioterrorism emergency responders.

Authorizes appropriations for Department of Agriculture activities to: (1) reduce agricultural pathogen and insect pest
threats; and (2) increase Department information systems security.

Directs the Secretary of Health and Human Services to expand the Food and Drug Administration's capacity to ensure
the safety of the food supply system, including imported food, and protect against the threat of bioterrorism.

Amends the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to: (1) permit debarment for repeated or serious food import
violations; (2) deem as misbranded imported food without country-of-origin labeling; (3) deem as adulterated a food item
imported by a debarred person; and (4) require registration of food manufacturing, processing, and handling facilities.

Directs the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency to: (1) undertake public water systems vulnerability
assessments and review related emergency response plans; and (2) provide such systems with assistance for basic
security enhancements and information systems protection.

Amends the Federal criminal code to set penalties for possessing a select agent known to be a biological agent, with
reckless disregard for the public health and safety.

Authorizes appropriations for neutron scanner technology and technology to detect biological or chemical agents and for
increased numbers of border patrol and immigration officers.

Directs the Attorney General to develop or carry out various programs, including programs to improve identification of
those appearing on law enforcement "watch lists" and to mandate better tracking of visas.

Requires the Assistant to the President for Homeland Security to: (1) assess terrorist threats within the United States and
its territories and possible responses to such threats; (2) implement a public education campaign concerning appropriate
response to a terrorist attack; and (3) coordinate the deployment of chemical and biological detection capabilities.

Requires the President to: (1) establish a database of information concerning terrorist activity; and (2) reduce barriers to
the sharing of such information among Federal law enforcement agencies and the intelligence community.

Requires the Secretary of Defense to: (1) increase military capability to respond to domestic crises involving chemical or
biological weapons; (2) implement interagency crisis response and consequence management; and (3) accelerate
response research and development.

Requires the Secretary of Energy to increase efforts relating to nonproliferation verification of chemical and biological
materials in countries other than the United States.

Urges the President to seek to establish a United States-Russian Federation Biological-Chemical Working Group.



Actions Timeline

e Dec 6, 2001: Executive Comment Requested from DOD, DOE.

e Nov 28, 2001: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.

e Nov 20, 2001: Referred to the Subcommittee on Department Operations, Oversight, Nutrition and Forestry.

e Nov 13, 2001: Referred to the Subcommittee on Aviation.

e Nov 13, 2001: Referred to the Subcommittee on Economic Development, Public Buildings and Emergency
Management.

e Nov 13, 2001: Referred to the Subcommittee on Water Resources and Environment.

e Nov 13, 2001: Referred to the Subcommittee on Coast Guard and Maritime Transportation.

e Nov 8, 2001: Introduced in House

e Nov 8, 2001: Introduced in House

e Nov 8, 2001: Referred to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in addition to the Committees on the Judiciary,
Transportation and Infrastructure, Armed Services, Science, Intelligence (Permanent Select), International Relations,
Agriculture, and Ways and Means, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

e Nov 8, 2001: Referred to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in addition to the Committees on the Judiciary,
Transportation and Infrastructure, Armed Services, Science, Intelligence (Permanent Select), International Relations,
Agriculture, and Ways and Means, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

e Nov 8, 2001: Referred to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in addition to the Committees on the Judiciary,
Transportation and Infrastructure, Armed Services, Science, Intelligence (Permanent Select), International Relations,
Agriculture, and Ways and Means, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

e Nov 8, 2001: Referred to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in addition to the Committees on the Judiciary,
Transportation and Infrastructure, Armed Services, Science, Intelligence (Permanent Select), International Relations,
Agriculture, and Ways and Means, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

e Nov 8, 2001: Referred to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in addition to the Committees on the Judiciary,
Transportation and Infrastructure, Armed Services, Science, Intelligence (Permanent Select), International Relations,
Agriculture, and Ways and Means, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

e Nov 8, 2001: Referred to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in addition to the Committees on the Judiciary,
Transportation and Infrastructure, Armed Services, Science, Intelligence (Permanent Select), International Relations,
Agriculture, and Ways and Means, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

e Nov 8, 2001: Referred to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in addition to the Committees on the Judiciary,
Transportation and Infrastructure, Armed Services, Science, Intelligence (Permanent Select), International Relations,
Agriculture, and Ways and Means, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

e Nov 8, 2001: Referred to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in addition to the Committees on the Judiciary,
Transportation and Infrastructure, Armed Services, Science, Intelligence (Permanent Select), International Relations,
Agriculture, and Ways and Means, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

e Nov 8, 2001: Referred to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in addition to the Committees on the Judiciary,
Transportation and Infrastructure, Armed Services, Science, Intelligence (Permanent Select), International Relations,
Agriculture, and Ways and Means, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

e Nov 8, 2001: Referred to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in addition to the Committees on the Judiciary,
Transportation and Infrastructure, Armed Services, Science, Intelligence (Permanent Select), International Relations,
Agriculture, and Ways and Means, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
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