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HR 3121

High Plains Groundwater Resource Conservation Act

Congress: 107 (2001—-2003, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Water Resources Development

Introduced: Oct 12, 2001

Current Status. Executive Comment Requested from USDA.

Latest Action: Executive Comment Requested from USDA. (Nov 6, 2001)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/107th-congress/house-bill/3121

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Moran, Jerry [R-KS-1]
Party: Republican < State KS ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (2 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Rep. Udall, Tom [D-NM-3] D -NM Oct 12, 2001
Rep. McDermott, Jim [D-WA-7] D - WA Dec 6, 2001

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date
Agriculture Committee House Referred to Nov 6, 2001
Natural Resources Committee House Referred to Nov 5, 2001

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Water Resources Development

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Oct 12, 2001)

High Plains Groundwater Resource Conservation Act - Directs the Secretary of the Interior (the Secretary), through the
U.S. Geological Survey and in cooperation with the State Geologists of the High Plains Aquifer States (Colorado, Kansas,
Nebraska, New Mexico, Oklahoma, South Dakota, Texas, and Wyoming), to develop and carry out a hydrogeologic
mapping, modeling, and monitoring program for the High Plains Aquifer.

Requires the Secretary to establish a High Plains Aquifer Coordination Council to: (1) ensure that mapping, modeling,
and monitoring efforts relating to the Aquifer are in place to provide information on the water resources of the Aquifer,
including sustainability; (2) facilitate coordination of Federal, State, and local programs relating to the groundwater
resources of the Aquifer; (3) evaluate the effectiveness of Federal and State programs in addressing present and
anticipated groundwater resources issues relating to the Aquifer; and (4) provide recommendations to the Secretary, the
Secretary of Agriculture, and the Governors of such States regarding programs, policies, and changes in Federal and
State law to address such resources issues of the Aquifer.

Amends the Food Security Act of 1985 to direct the Secretary of Agriculture in FY 2003 through 2012 to provide cost-
share payments, incentive payments, and technical assistance to eligible producers (persons who are engaged in
livestock or agricultural production) who enter into contracts with the Secretary through a High Plains Aquifer Ground
Water Conservation Incentives Program. Directs the Commodity Credit Corporation to make available specified amounts
in FY 2003 through 2012 to carry out such Program.

Requires that lands eligible for the Environmental Conservation Acreage Reserve Program which would result in
significant per acre savings of groundwater resources of the Aquifer if removed from agriculture production to be awarded
90 Program bid points, to be designated as groundwater conservation points, in addition to any other ratings such lands
may receive.

Requires such Secretary to prepare a report regarding the impacts of the commodity programs administered by the
Department of Agriculture on the water resources of the Aquifer.

Requires the Secretary to provide financial assistance to the eight High Plains Aquifer States to provide educational
programs related to this Act.

Actions Timeline

e Nov 6, 2001: Referred to the Subcommittee on Conservation, Credit, Rural Development and Research.

e Nov 6, 2001: Executive Comment Requested from USDA.

e Nov 5, 2001: Referred to the Subcommittee on Water and Power.

e Nov 5, 2001: Executive Comment Requested from Interior, USDA.

e Oct 12, 2001: Introduced in House

e Oct 12, 2001: Introduced in House

e Oct 12, 2001: Referred to the Committee on Resources, and in addition to the Committee on Agriculture, for a period to

be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions as fall within the
jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

e Oct 12, 2001: Referred to the Committee on Resources, and in addition to the Committee on Agriculture, for a period to
be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions as fall within the
jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

e Oct 12, 2001: Referred to the Committee on Resources, and in addition to the Committee on Agriculture, for a period to
be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions as fall within the
jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
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