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S 3018

Beneficiary Access to Care and Medicare Equity Act of 2002

Congress: 107 (2001—-2003, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Health

Introduced: Oct 1, 2002

Current Status. Read the second time. Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 627.

Latest Action: Read the second time. Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 627.
(Oct 2, 2002)

Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/107th-congress/senate-bill/3018
Sponsor

Name: Sen. Baucus, Max [D-MT]
Party: Democratic ¢ State: MT ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (23 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Grassley, Chuck [R-IA] R 1A Oct 1, 2002
Sen. Bingaman, Jeff [D-NM] D -NM Oct 2, 2002
Sen. Jeffords, James M. [I-VT] |- VT Oct 2, 2002
Sen. Kyl, Jon [R-AZ] R -AZ Oct 2, 2002
Sen. Rockefeller, John D., IV [D-WV] D - WV Oct 2, 2002
Sen. Carnahan, Jean [D-MO] D - MO Oct 4, 2002
Sen. Harkin, Tom [D-IA] D-IA Oct 4, 2002
Sen. Johnson, Tim [D-SD] D-SD Oct 4, 2002
Sen. Lincoln, Blanche L. [D-AR] D-AR Oct 4, 2002
Sen. Hutchinson, Tim [R-AR] R - AR Oct 7, 2002
Sen. Kennedy, Edward M. [D-MA] D - MA Oct 9, 2002
Sen. Stabenow, Debbie [D-MI] D - Ml Oct 9, 2002
Sen. Levin, Carl [D-MI] D - Ml Oct 10, 2002
Sen. Collins, Susan M. [R-ME] R - ME Oct 16, 2002
Sen. Nelson, Bill [D-FL] D-FL Oct 16, 2002
Sen. Hatch, Orrin G. [R-UT] R-UT Oct 17, 2002
Sen. Schumer, Charles E. [D-NY] D - NY Oct 17, 2002
Sen. Wellstone, Paul D. [D-MN] D - MN Oct 17, 2002
Sen. Murray, Patty [D-WA] D - WA Nov 12, 2002
Sen. Nelson, Ben [D-NE] D - NE Nov 13, 2002
Sen. Dayton, Mark [D-MN] D - MN Nov 18, 2002
Sen. Hutchison, Kay Bailey [R-TX] R-TX Nov 18, 2002
Sen. Mikulski, Barbara A. [D-MD] D - MD Nov 20, 2002
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Committee Activity

No committee referrals or activity are recorded for this bill.

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Health

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.



Summary (as of Oct 1, 2002)

Beneficiary Access to Care and Medicare Equity Act of 2002 - Amends title XVIII (Medicare) of the Social Security Act
(SSA) to make a variety of changes with regard to rural health care and such matters as: (1) urban and rural standardized
payment amounts under the Medicare inpatient hospital prospective payment system (PPS); (2) disproportionate share
hospital (DSH) treatment for rural hospitals and urban hospitals with under 100 beds; (3) a temporary increase in
payments for certain services furnished by small rural hospitals and for hospice care furnished in a frontier area; (4) the
critical access hospital program; (5) the physician fee schedule geographic adjustment factor; (6) the Medicare incentive
payment program; and (7) exclusion of certain rural health clinic and federally qualified health center services from the
Medicare PPS for skilled nursing facilities.

Amends the Public Health Service Act to give the Secretary the authority to make and guarantee loans from the loan fund
to any rural entity for projects for capital improvements.

Amends SSA title XVIII with respect to revising updates and restoring payments under: (1) Medicare part A (Hospital
Insurance) relating to inpatient hospital services, skilled nursing facility services, and hospice services; (2) Medicare part
B (Supplementary Medical Insurance) relating to physicians' and other services; and (3) both parts A and B relating to
home health services, eliminating the 15 percent reduction in PPS payment rates.

Amends SSA title XVIII part C (Medicare+Choice) with respect to: (1) the minimum percentage increase for 2003 and
2004; (2) authority regarding disapproval of unreasonable beneficiary cost-sharing; (3) specialized Medicare+Choice
plans for special needs beneficiaries; and (4) extension of new entry bonus.

Revises requirements for Medicare appeals, regulatory procedures, contracting, education and outreach, prepayment
review, overpayment recovery, and enforcement.

Amends SSA title XIX (Medicaid) with respect to: (1) Medicaid disproportionate share hospital (DSH) allotments; (2)
extension of Medicare cost-sharing for part B premiums for certain additional low-income Medicare beneficiaries; and (3)
inpatient drug prices in the best price exemptions for the Medicaid drug rebate program.

Amends SSA title XXI (State Children's Health Insurance) (SCHIP) with respect to SCHIP allotments.
Amends SSA title Xl on the process for the development and implementation of Medicaid and SCHIP waivers.

Amends SSA title XX (Block Grants to States for Social Services) to provide for additional temporary grants for State
fiscal relief.

Establishes the Safety Net Organizations and Patient Advisory Commission to review health care safety net programs.

Actions Timeline

Oct 2, 2002: Read the second time. Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 627.
Oct 1, 2002: Introduced in Senate
Oct 1, 2002: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S9715-9717)

Oct 1, 2002: Introduced in the Senate. Read the first time. Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under Read the First
Time.
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