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S 2496

National Construction Safety Team Act of 2002

Congress: 107 (2001—-2003, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Emergency Management

Introduced: May 9, 2002

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. (May 9, 2002)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/107th-congress/senate-hill/2496

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Clinton, Hillary Rodham [D-NY]
Party: Democratic + State: NY ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (3 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Lieberman, Joseph I. [D-CT] D.-CT May 9, 2002
Sen. Schumer, Charles E. [D-NY] D - NY May 9, 2002
Sen. Dodd, Christopher J. [D-CT] D-CT Jun 13, 2002

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee Senate Referred To May 9, 2002
Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Emergency Management

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action
107 HR 4687 Related bill Oct 1, 2002: Became Public Law No: 107-231.
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Summary (as of May 9, 2002)

National Construction Safety Team Act of 2002 - Authorizes the Director of the National Institute of Standards and
Technology (NIST) to establish National Construction Safety Teams for deployment within 48 hours after events causing
the failure of a building that has resulted in substantial loss of life or that posed significant potential for such loss of life.

Requires Teams to: (1) consist of at least one NIST employee and other experts who are not NIST employees; (2)
conduct investigations to establish the likely technical cause(s) of the building failure; (3) evaluate the technical aspects
of evacuation and emergency response procedures; (4) recommend specific improvements to building standards, codes,
and practices; and (5) recommend research and other appropriate actions needed to improve the structural safety of
buildings and evacuation and emergency response procedures.

Requires such a Team to coordinate its investigations with any search and rescue efforts being undertaken at the site of
the building failure. Requires the Director to enter into a memorandum of understanding with the head of each Federal
agency that may conduct or sponsor an investigation related to a Team's investigation. Grants a Team investigation
priority over any other investigation of any other Federal agency, with the exception of related investigations conducted
by the National Transportation Safety Board or building failures that may have been caused by criminal acts.

Requires: (1) Teams to issue public reports after completing investigations; and (2) the Director to review such reports, to
conduct or encourage appropriate recommended research, to promote adoption of Team recommendations by the
Federal Government and encourage adoption by other agencies and organizations, to report to Congress on Team
investigations and recommendations and on NIST actions in response, and to establish an advisory committee.

Actions Timeline

e May 9, 2002: Introduced in Senate
e May 9, 2002: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.
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