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S 2448

Broadband Telecommunications Deployment Act of 2002

Congress: 107 (2001—-2003, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Science, Technology, Communications

Introduced: May 2, 2002

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. (May 2, 2002)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/107th-congress/senate-hill/2448

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Hollings, Ernest F. [D-SC]
Party: Democratic ¢ State: SC ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (8 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Clinton, Hillary Rodham [D-NY] D - NY May 2, 2002
Sen. Dorgan, Byron L. [D-ND] D -ND May 2, 2002
Sen. Inouye, Daniel K. [D-HI] D - HI May 2, 2002
Sen. Rockefeller, John D., IV [D-WV] D -WV May 2, 2002
Sen. Stevens, Ted [R-AK] R - AK May 2, 2002
Sen. Burns, Conrad R. [R-MT] R - MT May 9, 2002
Sen. Cleland, Max [D-GA] D GA May 9, 2002
Sen. Boxer, Barbara [D-CA] D-CA Jun 25, 2002
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date
Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee Senate Referred To May 2, 2002

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Science, Technology, Communications

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of May 2, 2002)

Broadband Telecommunications Deployment Act of 2002 - Amends the National Telecommunications and Information
Administration Organization Act to establish the Broadband Deployment and Demand Trust Fund to fund programs
established in this Act.

Directs the Rural Utilities Service to make loans to fund the construction, improvement, or acquisition of facilities and
equipment for the provision of broadband service in eligible rural areas and under served communities.

Requires the National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) to: (1) make grants for planning and
feasibility studies on the deployment of broadband services in different geographic areas; and (2) support up to seven
pilot programs for conducting innovative applications of wireless, satellite, and other non-wireline technologies capable of
delivering broadband service to an eligible rural or under served community.

Requires a current Federal-State Joint Board and the National Exchange Carriers Association to report to the Federal
Communications Commission and specified congressional committees on universal service and competition.

Directs the: (1) Secretary of Commerce to establish a grant program for the deployment of broadband technologies and
services, particularly in rural and under served communities; (2) Comptroller General to study the facilitation of
broadband deployment in other countries; and (3) NTIA to assess the role of broadband in rural and under served areas
in addressing homeland security and public safety needs.

Provides for: (1) research by the National Science Board and the Director of the Institute of Telecommunications
Sciences of NTIA on faster broadband services; (2) grants to colleges and universities for such research; (3) grants to
libraries and museums to digitalize collections; and (4) grants for digital television conversion and programming.

Directs the Secretary to establish: (1) a digital network technologies program to strengthen the capacity of eligible
institutions to provide instruction in digital network technologies; and (2) a community networking program to enable
under served communities to deploy broadband capable networks, as well as broadband access for economic
development, public safety, health care, and educational needs.

Actions Timeline

e May 2, 2002: Introduced in Senate
e May 2, 2002: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S3871-3872)
e May 2, 2002: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.
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