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S 2053
Improved Vaccine Affordability and Availability Act

Congress: 107 (2001–2003, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Health
Introduced: Mar 21, 2002
Current Status: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S5922-5923)
Latest Action: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S5922-5923)  (Jun 24, 2002) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/107th-congress/senate-bill/2053 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Frist, William H. [R-TN] 
Party: Republican   •   State: TN   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (5 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Hutchison, Kay Bailey [R-TX] R · TX Apr 23, 2002

Sen. Bunning, Jim [R-KY] R · KY Jun 17, 2002

Sen. Smith, Gordon H. [R-OR] R · OR Jul 18, 2002

Sen. Miller, Zell [D-GA] D · GA Sep 24, 2002

Sen. Jeffords, James M. [I-VT] I · VT Oct 4, 2002

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee Senate Referred To Mar 21, 2002

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Health

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Mar 21, 2002) 

Improved Vaccine Affordability and Availability Act - Amends the Public Health Service Act to authorize additional

appropriations for grants to States to increase influenza immunization rates in high risk populations, including medically

underserved adults and adolescents, and extend vaccine availability.

Requires the Secretary of Health and Human Services to provide for a program of research, demonstration projects, and

education to ensure that immunizations are routinely offered to adults and adolescents by public and private health care

providers. Requires such program to collect data on adverse impacts associated with immunizations.

Directs the Secretary to: (1) develop and disseminate information concerning certain diseases and their vaccines,

including bacterial meningitis and hepatitis A and B; and (2) maintain a 6 months supply of prioritized vaccines.

Revises provisions governing the National Vaccine Injury Compensation Program, including provisions regarding: (1)

equitable relief; (2) third party petitions; (3) jurisdiction to dismiss improperly brought claims; (4) vaccine-unrelated injury;

(5) an increase in the award for pain and suffering in the case of a vaccine-related death; (6) the basis for calculating

projected lost earnings; (7) compensation for family counseling and establishing guardianship expenses; (8) payment of

interim costs; (9) procedures for paying attorney's fees; (10) extending the statute of limitations; (11) the composition and

meeting schedule of the Advisory Committee on Childhood Vaccines; and (12) standards of responsibility and the

definitions of manufacturer, vaccine-related injury or death, and vaccine.

Requires the Secretary to contract with the Institute of Medicine of the National Academy of Science to conduct an

ongoing, comprehensive review of new scientific data on childhood vaccines.

Actions Timeline

Jun 24, 2002: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S5922-5923)
Mar 21, 2002: Introduced in Senate
Mar 21, 2002: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S2276-2278)
Mar 21, 2002: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. (text of measure
as introduced: CR S2278-2281)
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