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HR 1992

Internet Equity and Education Act of 2001

Congress: 107 (2001—-2003, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Education

Introduced: May 24, 2001

Current Status: Received in the Senate and Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Latest Action: Received in the Senate and Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions. (Oct 11, 2001)

Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/107th-congress/house-bill/1992

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Isakson, Johnny [R-GA-6]
Party: Republican < Statee GA « Chamber: Senate
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Boehner, John A. [R-OH-8]

Castle, Michael N. [R-DE-At Large]

Goodlatte, Bob [R-VA-6]

McKeon, Howard P. "Buck" [R-CA-25]

Pascrell, Bill, Jr. [D-NJ-8]
Graham, Lindsey [R-SC-3]
Tancredo, Thomas G. [R-CO-6]
Andrews, Robert E. [D-NJ-1]
Smith, Lamar [R-TX-21]
Goode, Virgil H., Jr. [I-VA-5]
Hinojosa, Ruben [D-TX-15]
Upton, Fred [R-MI-6]

Deutsch, Peter [D-FL-20]
Schrock, Edward L. [R-VA-2]
Schaffer, Bob [R-CO-4]

Baca, Joe [D-CA-42]
Greenwood, James C. [R-PA-8]
Hoekstra, Peter [R-MI-2]
Keller, Ric [R-FL-8]

Norwood, Charles W. [R-GA-10]
Roukema, Marge [R-NJ-5]
Terry, Lee [R-NE-2]

Burton, Dan [R-IN-6]

Hart, Melissa A. [R-PA-4]
Paul, Ron [R-TX-14]

Petri, Thomas E. [R-WI-6]
Platts, Todd Russell [R-PA-19]
Biggert, Judy [R-IL-13]
DeMint, Jim [R-SC-4]

Doyle, Michael F. [D-PA-18]
Horn, Stephen [R-CA-38]
Kildee, Dale E. [D-MI-9]
Osborne, Tom [R-NE-3]
Ramstad, Jim [R-MN-3]
Shimkus, John [R-IL-20]
Strickland, Ted [D-OH-6]
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Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Education

Related Bills

Bill Relationship
107 HRES 256 Procedurally related

Last Action

Oct 10, 2001: Motion to reconsider laid on the table Agreed to without objection.
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Summary (as of Oct 10, 2001)

Internet Equity and Education Act of 2001 - Amends the Higher Education Act of 1965 (HEA) to exempt courses offered
through telecommunications from certain limitations on student financial assistance with respect to correspondence
courses. (Such limitations include the 50-percent rule, requiring that an institution provide at least 50 percent of its
instruction in person.) Allows such exemption if the institution of higher education (IHE) offering such course through
telecommunications: (1) is participating in the guaranteed or the direct student loan program; and (2) has a cohort default
rate of less than ten percent for each of the three most recent fiscal years for which data are available; and (3) has
notified the Secretary of Education of its election to qualify for such exemption, and then has not been notified by the
Secretary that such election would pose a significant risk to Federal funds under HEA title IV (Student Assistance).

(Sec. 3) Defines a week of instruction, with respect to an academic year for HEA student aid programs, as one in which
at least one day of regularly scheduled instruction or examinations occurs, or at least one day of study for final
examinations occurs after the last scheduled day of classes. (Such revised definition eliminates a 12-hour rule requiring
students to spend at least 12 hours a week in class if enrolled in courses that are not on a semester, trimester, or quarter
system.) Requires an IHE to notify the Secretary if it plans to offer an eligible program of instruction of less than 12 hours
of regularly scheduled instruction, examinations, or preparation for examinations for a week of instructional time (for
educational programs using credit hours, but not using a semester, trimester, or quarter system).

(Sec. 4) Revises a prohibition, for IHEs that participate in HEA student assistance programs, against making incentive
payments based on success in securing enrollments or financial aid to any person or entity engaged in student recruiting
or admission activities, or making decisions regarding the award of student financial assistance. Prohibits such payments
only if they are: (1) based directly on such success; and (2) made to a person or entity directly engaged in such activities.
Exempts from such prohibition: (1) recruitment of foreign students not eligible to receive Federal student assistance (as
does current law); (2) incentive payments under any contract with a third-party service provider with no control over
eligibility for admission or enrollment or awarding of financial aid at the IHE, if no employee of that provider is given an
incentive payment based directly on success in securing enrollments or financial aid; (3) incentive payments to persons
or entities for success in securing (or activities leading to) agreements, contracts, or commitments from employers to
provide financial support for enrollment of their employees in an IHE; and (4) persons receiving fixed compensation paid
regularly for services and adjusted no more frequently than every six months.

(Sec. 5) Requires certain information to be provided to the Secretary by IHEs that have: (1) notified the Secretary of their
election to qualify for an exception to a limitation on course of study or to the 50 percent limitation on instruction that is
not in person; (2) notified the Secretary of plans to offer an eligible program of instruction of less than 12 hours; or (3)
contracts with outside parties for delivery of distance education programs or programs offered in nontraditional formats or
for securing enrollment of students.

Directs the Secretary to evaluate and report on: (1) the effect of this Act on IHE ability to provide distance learning
opportunities and on program integrity; (2) specified types of changes with respect to distance education or
correspondence courses at IHEs subject to information requirements under this Act; (3) claims of inducements to
participate in student financial aid programs, HEA violations, and Federal actions against violators; and (4) any further
revisions to accommodate nontraditional educational opportunities in Federal student assistance programs while
ensuring program integrity.

(Sec. 6) Authorizes funds to be made available for the Learning Anytime Anywhere Partnerships program from the Fund
for Improvement of Postsecondary Education if for any fiscal year funds are not appropriated for such program.



Actions Timeline

Oct 11, 2001: Received in the Senate and Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

Oct 10, 2001: Rule H. Res. 256 passed House.

Oct 10, 2001: Considered under the provisions of rule H. Res. 256. (consideration: CR H6463-6487; text of measure as
introduced: CR H6469)

Oct 10, 2001: Rule provides for consideration of H.R. 1992 with 1 hour of general debate. Previous question shall be
considered as ordered without intervening motions except motion to recommit with or without instructions. The
amendment recommended by the Committee on Education and the Workforce now printed in the bill shall be
considered as adopted. Measure will be considered read. A specified amendment is in order. The amendment in the
nature of a substitute printed in H. Rept. 107-232, if offered by Mrs. Mink of Hawaii or a designee, shall be considered
as read and shall be separately debatable for one hour.

Oct 10, 2001: DEBATE - The House proceeded with one hour of debate on H.R. 1992,

Oct 10, 2001: DEBATE - Pursuant to the provisions of H. Res. 256, the House proceeded with one hour of debate on
the Mink amendment in the nature of a substitute.

Oct 10, 2001: The previous question on the amendment and on the bill was ordered pursuant to the rule.

Oct 10, 2001: Passed/agreed to in House: On passage Passed by the Yeas and Nays: 354 - 70 (Roll no. 375).

Oct 10, 2001: On passage Passed by the Yeas and Nays: 354 - 70 (Roll no. 375).

Oct 10, 2001: Motion to reconsider laid on the table Agreed to without objection.

Oct 9, 2001: Rules Committee Resolution H. Res. 256 Reported to House. Rule provides for consideration of H.R. 1992
with 1 hour of general debate. Previous question shall be considered as ordered without intervening motions except
motion to recommit with or without instructions. The amendment recommended by the Committee on Education and
the Workforce now printed in the bill shall be considered as adopted. Measure will be considered read. A specified
amendment is in order. The amendment in the nature of a substitute printed in H. Rept. 107-232, if offered by Mrs.
Mink of Hawaii or a designee, shall be considered as read and shall be separately debatable for one hour.

Oct 2, 2001: Reported (Amended) by the Committee on Education and the Workforce. H. Rept. 107-225.

Oct 2, 2001: Reported (Amended) by the Committee on Education and the Workforce. H. Rept. 107-225.

Oct 2, 2001: Placed on the Union Calendar, Calendar No. 137.

Aug 1, 2001: Committee Consideration and Mark-up Session Held.

Aug 1, 2001: Ordered to be Reported (Amended) by the Yeas and Nays: 31 - 10.

Jul 11, 2001: Subcommittee Consideration and Mark-up Session Held.

Jul 11, 2001: Forwarded by Subcommittee to Full Committee (Amended) by Voice Vote.

Jun 28, 2001: Subcommittee Consideration and Mark-up Session Held.

Jun 20, 2001: Referred to the Subcommittee on 21st Century Competitiveness.

Jun 20, 2001: Subcommittee Hearings Held.

May 24, 2001: Introduced in House

May 24, 2001: Introduced in House

May 24, 2001: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR E921-922)

May 24, 2001: Referred to the House Committee on Education and the Workforce.
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