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S1712

Class Action Fairness Act of 2001

Congress: 107 (2001—-2003, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Law

Introduced: Nov 15, 2001

Current Status. Committee on the Judiciary. Hearings held.

Latest Action: Committee on the Judiciary. Hearings held. (Jul 31, 2002)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/107th-congress/senate-bill/1712

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Grassley, Chuck [R-I1A]
Party: Republican < State: IA ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (18 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Carper, Thomas R. [D-DE] D -DE Nov 15, 2001
Sen. Chafee, Lincoln [R-RI] R -RI Nov 15, 2001
Sen. Hatch, Orrin G. [R-UT] R-UT Nov 15, 2001
Sen. Kohl, Herb [D-WI] D-wi Nov 15, 2001
Sen. Specter, Arlen [R-PA] R - PA Nov 15, 2001
Sen. Thurmond, Strom [R-SC] R -SC Nov 15, 2001
Sen. Voinovich, George V. [R-OH] R -OH Dec 18, 2001
Sen. Helms, Jesse [R-NC] R -NC Feb 5, 2002
Sen. Sessions, Jeff [R-AL] R -AL Feb 5, 2002
Sen. McConnell, Mitch [R-KY] R - KY Feb 26, 2002
Sen. Cochran, Thad [R-MS] R -MS Mar 5, 2002
Sen. Hutchinson, Tim [R-AR] R AR May 20, 2002
Sen. Gregg, Judd [R-NH] R - NH Jun 4, 2002
Sen. Miller, Zell [D-GA] D -GA Jun 21, 2002
Sen. Domenici, Pete V. [R-NM] R -NM Sep 17, 2002
Sen. Hagel, Chuck [R-NE] R - NE Sep 30, 2002
Sen. Lugar, Richard G. [R-IN] R-IN Sep 30, 2002
Sen. Burns, Conrad R. [R-MT] R-MT Oct 16, 2002
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Judiciary Committee Senate Hearings By (full committee) Jul 31, 2002
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Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Law

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.

Summary (as of Nov 15, 2001)

Class Action Fairness Act of 2001 - Establishes a consumer class action bill of rights, including provision for: (1) judicial
review and approval of noncash settlements; (2) protection against loss by class members because of payments to class
counsel; (3) a prohibition against court approval of a proposed settlement providing for greater payments to class
members because they are located in closer geographic proximity to the court; (4) a prohibition against court approval of
a proposed settlement providing for payment of a greater share of the award to a class representative serving on behalf
of a class; (5) standardized settlement notification information; and (6) specific requirements regarding proposed
settlement notifications to Federal and State officials.

Grants the district courts original jurisdiction of any civil action in which the matter in controversy exceeds $2 million,
exclusive of interest and costs, and is a class action in which any member of a class of plaintiffs is: (1) a citizen of a State
different from any defendant; (2) a foreign state or a citizen or subject of a foreign state and any defendant is a citizen of
a State; or (3) a citizen of a State and any defendant is a foreign state or a citizen or subject of a foreign state. Lists
exceptions, such as where a class action brought by shareholders solely involves a claim concerning a covered security
or relating to the internal governance of a corporation.

Sets forth procedures for removal of interstate class actions to U.S. district court and for review of orders remanding class
actions to State courts.

Directs the Judicial Conference of the United States to report to the Senate and House Judiciary Committees on class
action settlements.

ActionsTimeline

Jul 31, 2002: Committee on the Judiciary. Hearings held.
Nov 15, 2001: Introduced in Senate
Nov 15, 2001: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S11946-11947)

Nov 15, 2001: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. (text of measure as introduced: CR S11947-
11950)
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