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S17

Federal Elections Reform Act of 2001

Congress: 107 (2001—-2003, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Government Operations and Politics

Introduced: Jan 22, 2001

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Rules and Administration. (text of measure as introduced

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Rules and Administration. (text of measure as introduced:
CR S222-232) (Jan 22, 2001)

Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/107th-congress/senate-bill/17
Sponsor

Name: Sen. Daschle, Thomas A. [D-SD]
Party: Democratic ¢ State: SD  Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (20 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Akaka, Daniel K. [D-HI] D - HI Jan 22, 2001
Sen. Biden, Joseph R., Jr. [D-DE] D -DE Jan 22, 2001
Sen. Boxer, Barbara [D-CA] D -CA Jan 22, 2001
Sen. Clinton, Hillary Rodham [D-NY] D - NY Jan 22, 2001
Sen. Corzine, Jon S. [D-NJ] D - NJ Jan 22, 2001
Sen. Dodd, Christopher J. [D-CT] D-CT Jan 22, 2001
Sen. Dorgan, Byron L. [D-ND] D -ND Jan 22, 2001
Sen. Durbin, Richard J. [D-IL] D-IL Jan 22, 2001
Sen. Harkin, Tom [D-1A] D-IA Jan 22, 2001
Sen. Johnson, Tim [D-SD] D.-SD Jan 22, 2001
Sen. Kennedy, Edward M. [D-MA] D -MA Jan 22, 2001
Sen. Kerry, John F. [D-MA] D -MA Jan 22, 2001
Sen. Leahy, Patrick J. [D-VT] D VT Jan 22, 2001
Sen. Lieberman, Joseph I. [D-CT] D:-CT Jan 22, 2001
Sen. Mikulski, Barbara A. [D-MD] D -MD Jan 22, 2001
Sen. Rockefeller, John D., IV [D-WV] D -WV Jan 22, 2001
Sen. Sarbanes, Paul S. [D-MD] D -MD Jan 22, 2001
Sen. Schumer, Charles E. [D-NY] D - NY Jan 22, 2001
Sen. Stabenow, Debbie [D-MI] D - Ml Jan 22, 2001
Sen. Cleland, Max [D-GA] D -GA Jan 31, 2001
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Rules and Administration Committee Senate Referred To Jan 22, 2001
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Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Government Operations and Politics

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.



Summary (as of Jan 22, 2001)

Federal Elections Reform Act of 2001 - Amends the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971 (FECA) with respect to soft
money to prohibit: (1) a national committee of a political party from soliciting or receiving contributions or making
expenditures not subject to FECA; (2) a national, State, district, or local committee of a political party from soliciting or
donating funds to a tax-exempt organization; and (3) a candidate or an incumbent for Federal office from soliciting or
receiving funds not subject to FECA, and from soliciting, receiving, directing, transferring, or spending funds in connection
with any election other than an election for Federal office, or disbursing funds in connection with such an election unless
the funds meet specified requirements.

Establishes an individual annual limit of $10,000 for State committee contributions. Increases the aggregate individual
contribution limit to $30,000.

Requires national and State committees to report all receipts and disbursements. Repeals the building fund exception to
the definition of contribution.

Adds requirements for reporting certain independent expenditures to the Federal Election Commission (FEC).
Prohibits a committee of a political party from making both independent and coordinated expenditures for a nominee.
Requires coordinated activities to be considered as contributions to and expenditures by the candidate.

Authorizes the FEC to conduct random audits to ensure voluntary FECA compliance. Prohibits false representation to
solicit contributions.

Amends the National Labor Relations Act to codify the U. S. Supreme Court decision in Communications Workers of
America et al. v. Beck et al.

Lists the permitted and prohibited uses of contributions received by a candidate or an incumbent.
Amends Federal postal law to limit congressional use of the franking privilege.
Amends the Federal criminal code to prohibit campaign fundraising on Federal property.

Amends FECA to: (1) increase penalties for certain violations; (2) revise restrictions on contributions and donations by
foreign nationals in Federal, State, or local elections; and (3) protect equal participation of eligible voters in campaigns
and elections.

Establishes within FEC a clearinghouse of public information regarding the political activities of foreign principals and
their agents.

Amends the Internal Revenue Code (IRC) to condition the receipt of amounts from the Presidential Election Campaign
Fund in a presidential election upon the candidate's certification not to solicit any funds for influencing such election
unless the funds are subject to FECA.

Amends the Federal criminal code to prohibit use of White House meals and accommodations for political fundraising.
Amends FECA to require reimbursement for certain political fundraising involving use of Federal property.

Amends IRC to ban coordination of soft money for issue advocacy by presidential candidates receiving public financing.



Establishes the Commission on Voting Rights and Procedures to study and make recommendations on matters such as
election technology and systems, designs and uniformity of ballots, and voter education.

Authorizes the Attorney General to make grants to States to implement the Commission's recommendations.

Military Voting Rights Act of 2001 - Amends the Soldiers' and Sailors' Civil Relief Act of 1940, with respect to voting, to
require that a person absent from a State in compliance with military or naval orders shall not, solely by reason of that
absence, be deemed to have: (1) lost a residence or domicile in that State; (2) acquired a residence or domicile in any
other State; or (3) become resident in or a resident of any other State.

Amends the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act to require States, with respect to elections for State
and local offices, to permit absentee voting by uniformed services members.

Actions Timeline

e Jan 22, 2001: Introduced in Senate
e Jan 22, 2001: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Rules and Administration. (text of measure as introduced:
CR S222-232)
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