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S 1621
A bill to amend the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act to authorize the
President to carry out a program for the protection of the health and safety of community members, volunteers,
and workers in a disaster area.

Congress: 107 (2001–2003, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Emergency Management
Introduced: Nov 1, 2001
Current Status: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 267.
Latest Action: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 267.  (Dec 7, 2001) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/107th-congress/senate-bill/1621 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Clinton, Hillary Rodham [D-NY] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: NY   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (4 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Corzine, Jon S. [D-NJ] D · NJ Nov 1, 2001

Sen. Schumer, Charles E. [D-NY] D · NY Nov 1, 2001

Sen. Smith, Bob [R-NH] R · NH Nov 1, 2001

Sen. Voinovich, George V. [R-OH] R · OH Nov 8, 2001

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Environment and Public Works Committee Senate Reported By Dec 7, 2001

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Emergency Management

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Dec 7, 2001) 

Amends the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act to authorize the President, upon

determining that at least one harmful substance is being or has been released in a presidentially declared disaster area,

to carry out a program for the protection, assessment, monitoring, and study of the health and safety of community

members, volunteers, and responding emergency personnel. Permits such program to include: (1) collecting and

analyzing environmental exposure data (2) developing and disseminating educational materials; (3) providing the public

access to current information on continuing releases; (4) training and certifying volunteers and workers in the use of

personal protection equipment; (5) identifying, performing baseline health assessments on, taking biological samples

from, and establishing an exposure registry of exposed community members, volunteers, and workers; (6) studying the

long-term health impacts of any exposures through epidemiological studies; and (7) providing assistance to participants

in such registries and studies in determining eligibility for health coverage and identifying appropriate health services.

Requires participation in any such registries and studies to be voluntary.

Allows the President to carry out such a program through a cooperative agreement with a medical or academic institution,

or a consortium of such institutions, that is: (1) located in close proximity to the area; and (2) experienced in

environmental or occupational health and safety. Requires the President, or the institution or consortium, to report on the

study to the Director of the Federal Emergency Management Agency, the Secretary of Health and Human Services, the

Secretary of Labor, and the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency.

Actions Timeline

Dec 7, 2001: Committee on Environment and Public Works. Reported by Senator Jeffords without amendment. With
written report No. 107-114.
Dec 7, 2001: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 267.
Nov 8, 2001: Committee on Environment and Public Works. Ordered to be reported without amendment favorably.
Nov 1, 2001: Introduced in Senate
Nov 1, 2001: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public Works.
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