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S 1587
Port Threat and Security Act

Congress: 107 (2001–2003, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Transportation and Public Works
Introduced: Oct 30, 2001
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. (text of measure
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. (text of measure as
introduced: CR S11205-11206)  (Oct 30, 2001) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/107th-congress/senate-bill/1587 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Kerry, John F. [D-MA] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: MA   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (2 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Breaux, John B. [D-LA] D · LA Oct 30, 2001

Sen. Hollings, Ernest F. [D-SC] D · SC Oct 30, 2001

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee Senate Referred To Oct 30, 2001

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Transportation and Public Works

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Oct 30, 2001) 

Port Threat and Security Act - Directs the Secretary of Transportation to report to specified congressional committees: (1)

a list of all nations whose flag vessels have entered U.S. ports in the previous year, and of those nations, a separate list

of nations whose registered flag vessels appear as Priority III or higher on the Boarding Priority Matrix, that have

presented certain false vessel-related information to the United States, or whose laws or regulations are not sufficient to

allow tracking of ownership and registration histories of registered flag vessels; (2) on actions taken by the United States

to improve transparency and security of vessel registration procedures in nations that have been listed; and (3) on

recommendations for legislative or other actions needed to improve security of U.S. ports against potential threats posed

by flag vessels of such nations.

Establishes a program to place sea marshals on vessels entering U.S. ports that have been identified as posing a

potential target of attack or because of their location may pose a risk to residential or other densely populated areas.

Directs the Secretary to assess the effectiveness of security measures maintained at foreign seaports that serve U.S.

vessels, from which foreign vessels serve the United States, or that pose a high risk of introducing danger to international

sea travel. Sets forth certain actions the Secretary must take against seaports that do not maintain effective security

measures.

Imposes a user fee on cruise vessels that arrive at a U.S. port from a foreign port.

Actions Timeline

Oct 30, 2001: Introduced in Senate
Oct 30, 2001: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S11203-11205)
Oct 30, 2001: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. (text of measure
as introduced: CR S11205-11206)
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