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S 1364

Telecommunications Fair Competition Enforcement Act of 2001

Congress: 107 (2001—-2003, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Science, Technology, Communications

Introduced: Aug 3, 2001

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. (text of measure

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. (text of measure as
introduced: CR S8936-8939) (Aug 3, 2001)

Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/107th-congress/senate-bill/1364
Sponsor

Name: Sen. Hollings, Ernest F. [D-SC]
Party: Democratic ¢ State: SC  Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (2 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Inouye, Daniel K. [D-HI] D - HI Aug 3, 2001
Sen. Stevens, Ted [R-AK] R - AK Aug 3, 2001

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee Senate Referred To Aug 3, 2001

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Science, Technology, Communications

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Aug 3, 2001)

Telecommunications Fair Competition Enforcement Act of 2001 - Amends the Communications Act of 1934 (the Act) to
provide shared jurisdiction by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) or a State over: (1) a complaint alleging a
violation of the Act by a bell operating company (BOC); or (2) an action to enforce compliance by a BOC or its affiliate
with an interconnection agreement.

Provides for the expedited consideration (within 90 days) of BOC interconnection, interLATA (local access and transport
area), and separate affiliate complaints and enforcement actions.

Authorizes a party to an interconnection agreement between a telecommunications carrier and a local exchange carrier
to submit a dispute to alternative dispute resolution at the FCC or State level. Directs the FCC to issue final rules to
ensure the prompt and verifiable implementation of such interconnection agreements.

Provides additional forfeitures and damages for violations by telecommunications carriers, local exchange carriers, and
BOCs, allowing such forfeitures to be increased threefold for repeat violations. Increases from one to three years the
statute of limitations with respect to violations and forfeitures.

Authorizes a State commission to apply to the FCC to impose forfeitures for violations.

Provides for the separation of retail and wholesale functions of BOCs. Provides a Code of Conduct for the provision of
retail service by a BOC. Requires the separation of retail affiliates within two years and the structural separation of
business functions of retail affiliates. Requires a BOC to obtain a joint Federal/State audit to determine compliance with
the requirements of this Act.

Actions Timeline

e Aug 3, 2001: Introduced in Senate
e Aug 3, 2001: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S8933-8936)

e Aug 3, 2001: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. (text of measure
as introduced: CR S8936-8939)
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