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S 1314
Freedom to Fish Act

Congress: 107 (2001–2003, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Sports and Recreation
Introduced: Aug 2, 2001
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.  (Aug 2, 2001) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/107th-congress/senate-bill/1314 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Breaux, John B. [D-LA] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: LA   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (1 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Hutchison, Kay Bailey [R-TX] R · TX Aug 2, 2001

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee Senate Referred To Aug 2, 2001

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Sports and Recreation

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

107 HR 3104 Identical bill Nov 7, 2001: Executive Comment Requested from Commerce.
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Summary  (as of Aug 2, 2001) 

Freedom to Fish Act - Amends the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act to prohibit any fishery

management plan prepared by a Regional Fishery Management Council or the Secretary of Commerce from establishing

areas closed to recreational fishing unless: (1) there is a clear indication that recreational fishermen are the cause of a

specific conservation problem and that less severe conservation measures will not adequately provide for conservation

and management of the affected stocks of fish; (2) the closed area regulation includes specific measurable criteria to

determine the conservation benefit of the closed area on such fish and provides a timetable for periodic review of the

continued need for the closed area; (3) the closed area is no larger than that which is supported by the best available

scientific information; or (4) provision is made to reopen the closed area to recreational fishing whenever any such

condition that was the basis of the closure no longer exists.

Amends the National Marine Sanctuaries Act to direct the Secretary to provide such a Council with the opportunity to

propose and revise all regulations applicable to fishing within designated marine sanctuaries according to the standards

and procedures of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act. Requires such regulations, upon

approval by the Secretary, to apply within the exclusive economic zone and allows them to be applied within a State, with

the approval of the State's Governor or pursuant to the Secretary's authority under such Act.

Actions Timeline

Aug 2, 2001: Introduced in Senate
Aug 2, 2001: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.
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