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S 1103
Railroad Competition Act of 2001

Congress: 107 (2001–2003, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Transportation and Public Works
Introduced: Jun 26, 2001
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.  (Jun 26, 2001) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/107th-congress/senate-bill/1103 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Rockefeller, John D., IV [D-WV] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: WV   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (4 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Burns, Conrad R. [R-MT] R · MT Jun 26, 2001

Sen. Dorgan, Byron L. [D-ND] D · ND Jun 26, 2001

Sen. Dayton, Mark [D-MN] D · MN Jun 5, 2002

Sen. Johnson, Tim [D-SD] D · SD Sep 13, 2002

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee Senate Referred To Jun 26, 2001

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Transportation and Public Works

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Jun 26, 2001) 

Railroad Competition Act of 2001 - Amends Federal transportation law to require a rail carrier, upon a shipper's request,

to establish a rail transportation rate and provide service requested by the shipper between any two points on the

carrier's system where traffic originates, terminates, or may reasonably be interchanged.

Requires the Surface Transportation Board, in a proceeding to approve the merger or control of at least two Class I

railroads, to: (1) consider means and methods to encourage and expand competition between and among rail carriers in

the affected region or in the national rail system; and (2) impose any conditions appropriate to encourage and expand

such competition.

Changes from discretionary to mandatory the Board's authority to require: (2) the use of certain rail carrier-owned

terminal facilities by another carrier under specified conditions; and (2) rail carriers to enter into reciprocal switching

agreements where they are necessary to provide competitive rail service.

Limits the amount the Board may charge for the filing of relief requests. Revises requirements for Board market

dominance determinations and reasonableness determinations in rail rate proceedings.

Declares primary objectives for U.S. rail transportation policy, including: (1) ensuring effective competition among rail

carriers; and (2) maintaining reasonable rail rates in the absence of effective competition.

Repeals the Board's authority to establish standards for establishing revenue levels and determining adequacy of

revenues for rail carriers.

Authorizes arbitration of disputes involving the reasonableness of rail rates or provision of service.

Directs the Secretary of Transportation to: (1) require rail carriers to file monthly service quality reports; and (2) conduct

triennial studies of rail carrier competition and the processes of the Board.

Actions Timeline

Jun 26, 2001: Introduced in Senate
Jun 26, 2001: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S6926-6927)
Jun 26, 2001: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.
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