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HR 108

Seabed Protection Act

Congress: 107 (2001—-2003, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Public Lands and Natural Resources

Introduced: Jan 3, 2001

Current Status. Executive Comment Received from Commerce.

Latest Action: Executive Comment Received from Commerce. (Jul 26, 2001)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/107th-congress/house-bill/108
Sponsor

Name: Rep. Hefley, Joel [R-CO-5]

Party: Republican < State: CO ¢ Chamber: House

Cosponsors (1 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Rep. Udall, Mark [D-CO-2] D-CO Feb 6, 2001

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Natural Resources Committee House Referred to Feb 15, 2001

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Public Lands and Natural Resources

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Jan 3, 2001)

Seabed Protection Act - Prohibits any person from engaging in bottom trawling or use of other mobile fishing gear on the
seabed in specified marine areas until: (1) the National Marine Fisheries Service has completed a study and determined
the effects of those practices; (2) the Secretary of Commerce has determined that the impacts of bottom trawling and
such other mobile fishing gear on biodiversity, marine habitat, and productivity of fish stocks is negligible; and (3) the
Secretary has approved and implemented fishery management plans that are developed by the appropriate regional
fishery management councils, that encourage the use of fishing gears that are less destructive of habitat than bottom
trawling and other mobile fishing gear, and that prohibit use of bottom trawling and other mobile fishing gear practices
that threaten the continued sustainability of ecosystems.

Directs the Secretary to report annually to specified congressional committees regarding the recovery of such marine
areas from the effects of bottom trawling and use of other mobile fishing gear on the seabed.

Provides that such prohibition shall not apply to an area after the Secretary publishes a finding that there are in effect,
under State law or a fishery management plan under the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act
measures that are at least as effective as those required under this Act in maintaining the sustainability of ecosystems in
that area.

Actions Timeline

Jul 26, 2001: Executive Comment Received from Commerce.

Feb 15, 2001: Referred to the Subcommittee on Fisheries Conservation, Wildlife and Oceans.
Feb 15, 2001: Executive Comment Requested from Commerce.

Jan 3, 2001: Introduced in House

Jan 3, 2001: Introduced in House

Jan 3, 2001: Referred to the House Committee on Resources.
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